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AN ESSAY ON ATONEMENT. 
BY THE REV. T. MERRITT. 


Ar a time when the article of atonement is denied by some, 
and misunderstood by others, it becomes our duty to state the 
doctrine as clearly as possible, and support and defend it by reason 
and scripture. In order to do this in some degree, I would inquire, 
1. What is atonement? 2. Whether atonement implies a change 
in the law under which it was made? and 3. Whether it was 
made for actual sins? | 

L What are we to understand by atonement ? 

The word atonement properly signifies the condition of being 
at one, in a state of agreement, or reconciliation; ‘“ By whom we 
have now received the xaradAayny, reconciliation.”* The Hebrew 
word signifies covering, and intimates that our guilt is covered 
from the justice of God.t Christians have generally expressed 
their sense of atonement by the word satisfaction. And it is in 
this sense I here speak of it. 

From the scriptures we learn by whom, and how the atonement 
was made, namely, by Jesus Christ, ‘‘ Who made (by his obla- 
tion of himself once offered) a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, 
oblation and satisfaction for the sins of the whole world.”{ “He 
is the propitiation for our sins.”—‘‘ He hath redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, being made a curse for us.” —“ But now in 
the end of the world hath he appeaged to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself.” 

_To understand the nature of atonement we must consider man- 
kind as having incurred the curse of the divine law by transgres- 
sion, and Jesus Christ as having borne that curse in their stead. 


*Rom. v.11. Wesrey and A. Crarge. +Bucx and Weop upon the word 
atonement. { See our Second Article. © 
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When we look narrowly into this subject, the giving man a law, 
and annexing a penalty to the transgression of that law, appear to 
be matters of no small moment. Had God put man ito the 
world without giving him a law, he would have had no rule to 
direct his conduct. Had he given him a law without annexing a 
penalty for the transgression of it, he would have had no means 
by which he could estimate the value of obedience, or ascertain 
the evil of disobedience. If, when he had transgressed, the 
threatened penalty had been executed upon him, he could never 
have been saved. If, when he had transgressed the law, his Law- 
giver had pardoned him without exacting the penalty, he would 
havé shown a disregard for his own law and character. Finally, 
as man’s own happiness, the interest of society, and the glory of 
God, depended on his obedience ; @ Was an instance of the wis- 
dom, goodness, and justice, of God to command his obedience, 
and to enforce it by threatening a punishment proportionate to the 
criminality of disobedience. When, therefore, God had given 
man his law, and had said, “in the day thou transgressest thou 
shalt surely die ;” he could not rescind the penalty without dis- 
annulling the law, and equally disregarding the interest of society 
and his own wisdom, goodness, justice and truth. . 

Should it be said, that upon repentance God could have par- 
doned guilty man without an atonement; the answer is, first, we 
have no authority for saying this, seeing there was no provision 
made for repentance and pardon, nor mention of either in the 
law. Secondly: Guilty, condemned man could not repent of him- 
self, and God could show him no favour; for that would be to 
make void the penalty of the jaw. If the Lawgiver would respect 
his own character, and maintain his authority, he must pro- 
ceed against the offender, and execute the sentence of the law, or 
find a substitute for him. He did the latter. ‘“‘ God so loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him, should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

We must, however, distinguish between atonement and _ the 
application of it to guilty man. These are two distinct things, 
and the former may~-exist without the latter. ‘The atonement has 
been made, and in itself is complete; but its application is condi- 
tional. I speak not now of mankind as regarded in Adam their 
head ; for there the application of the atonement is unconditional, 
and continues so till the time of actual transgression; when it 
becomes necessary that the transgressor should repent and re- 
ceive the atonement by faxhyin order to be saved by it. 

It is clear then that we must distinguish between atonement 
and its application to the trangressor. By confounding these, or 
by making the latter, as well as the former, unconditional with 
respect to man, we should run into Calvinism and Antinomianism 
on the one hand, or Universalism on the other. The atonement 
never was designed to make obedience unnecessary, or to release 
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the impenitent from the obligation of punishment. Of course, 
when we speak of atonement as a satisfaction, or a reconciliation, 
these terms must be understood with some limitation, and not in 
such a sense as would represent God as well pleased with his 
creatures while’they live in obstinate disobedience. 

Again: We must distinguish between atonement and the pay- 
ment of a debt. By confounding these we run into great difficul- 
ties and absurdities. A debt is an obligation which one person is 
under to pay another a certain sum. The creditor in this case 
has no claim upon the debtor for any thing but the debt. Nor 
can he refuse to discharge the debtor when the debt is paid. If 
the debtor be insolvest, and a third person pays his debt for him, 
it is the same in law as though the debtor paid it himself. The 
payment of the debt in this case is a matter of agreement between 
the third person and the debtor. | 

But suppose the payment were not an agreement .between the 
third person and the debtor, but between the third person and the 
creditor: and suppose. it were a part of the agreement that the 
debtor should not be immediately and absolutely discharged upon 
the payment, but should have his full discharge at a future period 
upon condition of his good conduct: suppose, I say, that this were 
the agreement, the transaction might, in a popular way of speak- 
ing, be called the payment of the debt, though it differ from the 
proper payment of a debt, in that it gives the debtor no claim to 
his discharge till he has performed the condition. In this case 
the transaction between the third person and the creditor is an 
expedient binding the debtor to his good behaviour, and making 
his good behaviour the condition of his discharge, as well as the 
payment of his debt. | 

Let what has now been said be applied to illustrate the doctrine 
of atonement. Here then we have the sufferings of Christ in the 
sinner’s stead, with the agreement between him and the Father 
that the sinner shall not be immediately and absolutely discharged, 
but that he shall have his discharge, and enjoy all the benefits of 
the atonement at a future period upon the conditions contained in 
the agreement, (which they had a right to enjoin) namely, repen- 
tance and faith. 

It has been said that atonement places the salvation of the sin- 
ner upon the ground of justice, and not that of grace, and that it 
gives him a legal claim to a discharge from the demands of the 
law. But I would ask what claim the sinner can have in justice 
on the ground here stated. He has'not paid the debt in any sense 
whatever. He has paid neither by himself nor proxy. And 
though Christ has made an atonement equal in value to the debt, 
yet it is not the same as paying the debt, because it gives the 
sinner no legal claim to a discharge. ‘The debtor, in order to a 
discharge must pay the debt himself, or a third person must so 
pay for him that it shall be legally his own payment. But to 
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have it legally his own payment, he must have the will of him 
who pays for his discharge ; because, being under no obligation 
to pay, he has a right to say whether the payment shall be con- 
sidered absolute or. conditional; and if he say conditional, the 
debtor can have no claim to his discharge till he has performed 
the condition. And thus it is with the sinner. The atonement 
gives him no claim till he has performed the appointed condition; 
and then his salvation is not of debt but of grace. 

It has also been said, that though it were an act of grace in 
Christ to make the atonement, it is not so in the Father to dis- 
charge the sinner upon atonement being made, but what he is in 
Justice bound to do, as the creditor is bound in justice to discharge 
the debtor when the debt is paid. The considering atonement as 
the payment ofa debt, has represented the Father to be mercenary, 
selfish, inexorable, and his character far less amiable than if he 
should forgive his disobedient, but penitent children, by free mer- 
cy, without requiring any satisfaction from another—“ How plain 
IS It, says one, according to this doctrine, that God, instead of 
being plenteous in forgiveness, never forgives ; for it is absurd to 
speak of mankind as forgiven, when their whole punishment is 
borne by a substitute.”* : 

This view of the character of our heavenly Father could never 
have been given, if atonement had not been considered the proper 
payment of a debt. Surely the creditor who refuses to release a 
poor debtor till every farthing is paid by him or his surety, mani- 
fests far less kindness and generosity, than if he should give up 
the debt and release the debtor freely. But it should never be 
forgotten that atonement is not the payment of a debt. 

The payment of a debt is an act of private, commercial justice, 
and goes to the benefit of the creditor. But it cannot be said that 
the atonement goes to the benefit of the Father, any more than that 
it is an act of commercial justice. Were sin a private matter, and 
did it affect no one but Deity, we may suppose it would have been 
forgiven without an atonement. But when we consider God as 
the Governor of the world, man a member of society, and sin an 
injury to society, the case is essentially altered. We can no 
longer view sin as a private matter, or as a debt that may be 
forgiven if the creditor please: but we must view it as a crime 
that must be punished to satisfy public justice, to give warning to 
others, to extend protection to the obedient, and maintain just 
authority. Hence it is not a matter exclusively between the sin- 
rer and God, but there is a third interest to be taken into the 
account, namely, that of soctety. Here then God must be re- 
garded as the Lawgiver and Governor of his creatures, and not as 
a private person. A private person may give up his right if he 
please. It is a private matter, and he has no one to consult but 
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himself, and no one’s interest to provide for but his own. But it 
is far otherwise with a governor, who is a public person, and whose 
character is identified with the public interest. In all his acts he 
is bound to respect the public interest, and to adopt those mea- 
sures which are best calculated to promote and secure the general 
good. Virtue is the greatest good, and sin the greatest evil to 
society. A wise, good and just governor, will, therefore, make a 
distinction between righteousness and unrighteousness, and will 
adapt his government in the best possible manner to suppress and 
prevent the one, and promote the other. In order to this he will 
enact just laws; and, to give them proper sanctions, will annex 
promises of rewards to the obedient, and threatenings of punish- 
ment to the transgressor. If the interest of society requires this 
course for the information of its members, and the prevention of 
crime, we can easily perceive that the governor is not at liberty 
to depart from it when his subjects have transgressed. If wisdom, 
goodness and justice required that he should institute this form of 
government, the same attributes, together with truth after it was 
stituted, require his adherence to it. Nor could he do otherwise 
without prostrating his own character and overthrowing his gov- 
ernment. 

It is true that human governments, which are always imperfect, 
do sometimes remit the penalty of the law ; but never, I believe, 
upon the broad principle that it would be safe to do it in all cases 
of penitence. | rier es 

Suppose after a governor had organized his government and 
published his laws, he should come to his rebellious subjects, and 
say: “It is true I have published my laws with high and ‘awful 
penalties ; and it is true also that you have transgressed: yet, not- 
withstanding I am desirous of adjusting all differences with you; 
and therefore I propose and require that you repent, and I will 
forgive your rebellion and love you freely’”—suppose, I say, this 
dereliction of the law by the governor, what effect would it pro- 
bably produce upon those who hate him and his government? 
Would it be adapted to produce repentance of their wickedness, 
or a confirmation of their enmity and rebellion? Would it be likely 
to produce obedience to his laws in future, or contempt for his 
authority ? Would it be likely to impress their minds with the 
evil of rebellion, and the value and importance of subordination, 
or to destroy the last lingering traces of those sentiments from 
their breasts? No enlightened mind can hesitate for a moment to 
pronounce this conduct most preposterous in itself, and as much 
at variance with the interest of society as with the honour of the 
governor. 

Let these observations be applied to Deity as the moral Gov- 
ernor of the world, only with this difference, that what would be 
wise, good, just and proper in any degree in an earthly governor, 
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would be infinitely so in him: and then we have infinite reasons 
of wisdom, goodness, justice and propriety, against his pardoning 
sin without an atoning Mediator. For it is evident that, after God 
had published: his law with its penalty, if he would pardon the 
transgressor, he must provide for his own honour, the security of 
his government, and the interest of his subjects: and we can have 
no conception how this could be done, but by providing a substi- 
tute for him, who, by suffering in his stead, should secure these 
ends. The atonement, therefore, goes to secure all the ends of 
governinent, (and not the personal interest of Deity) while pardon 
is offered to the transgressor. The object with God was the re- 
covery of guilty men in a way consistent with good government; 
the motive leading to this object was his own benevolence; and 
the medium through which his benevolence was exercised was the 
atonement. Therefore salvation on the ground of atonement is 
so far from representing the Father as “inexorable, mercenary 
and selfish,” that it is a display of infinite benevolence. And to 
this source the scriptures trace it. ‘God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

I will close this part of the subject by three remarks. 

First. When atonement is represented as the payment of a 

debt; when we read in the scriptures that Christ hath redeemed 
us, bought us, &c. this must be understood as an expedient for 
the consistent display of the mercy of God, and not as the literal 
payment of a debt. 
. Secondly. When God is spoken of in the scriptures as being 
angry, full of wrath, taking vengeance, &c. this language must be 
understood to signify the certainty and severity of his righteous 
punishments, and not as exhibiting a being without love, under 
the influence of malignant passions. 

Thirdly. When we say in our second article, that “ Christ 
truly suffered, was crucified, dead and buried, to reconcile his 
Father to us;” and when we say he “propitiated Deity,” it is 
not to be understood of his causzng love in the breast of God the 
Father towards his creatures; but of his magnifying the law and 
making it honourable, and thus removing all objections, rising out 
of the divine government, to a display of his mercy and -benevo- 
lence: or, in one word, he reconciled and propitiated Deity, as 
the Governor of the world, and not otherwise. 

IJ. I would inquire whether the atonement implies a change in 
the law under which it was made. 

It is the opinion of some that the atonement was made only for 
the first sin: that the claims of the law of works, originally given 
to our first parents before the fall, being satisfied by the death of 
Christ, that law was repealed, and another, called the law of Christ, 
sie Mediator’s law, the gospel, &c. was instituted in its stead ; and 
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that for the transgressions of this law-no atonement has been made. 
[ will here confine myself to the question concerning the law, and 
consider atonement for actual sins under the next head. 

As it respects the law of works, I trust to make it evident that 
it has not been repealed or abrogated; that the only difference 
between this and the law of Christ is the difference of administra- 
tration; and that this is the doctrine of the Methodists. 

That there is a real difference in the administration of the law 
since Christ undertook the work of redemption, I admit. Before 
that event the Jaw was administered without a Mediator, on the 
ground of man’s ability to render the obedience it required; but 
since the fall, mankind are regarded as sinners, and the law is 
administered on the ground of atonement, including the new con- 
ditions of salvation. 

In order to understand this question, we must observe that the 
law of works is to be regarded in a twofold point of light; first, 
as a precept or rule and measure of duty; and secondly as a cove- 
nant; in which sense it contained the conditions of salvation. In 
the latter sense it is abrogated; inthe former not. In other words, 
our duty to God remains the same, while the conditions of salva- 
tion are changed from. perfect, unsinning obedience, to faith in 
Jesus Christ. Faith also is to be viewed in a twofold point of 
light; first, as being a commanded duty ; and then it belongs to, 
and is required by, the law; secondly, as being the condition of 
salvation ; in which sense it was instituted by the Mediator, and 
belongs to the gospel. And indeed every sin against the gospel, 
is a breach of the law of works; but every sin against the law, is 
not a breach of gospel conditions. : 

That all sins against the precepts of the gospel are also sins 
against the law of works, and condemned by it, will appear thus : 
the threatening of that law is against all sin, as well as against one, 
but those are sins; and therefore threatened by that law. The 
major proposition appears by the recital afterwards; “cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all things written in the book of 
the law to do them.” Besides, the penalty of that law is still 
executed against all such sins, which shows that the law is still in 
force. - 7 ! x 

It is nothing against this to say that every particular duty was 
not specified when the law of works was given. It was enough that . 
the genus of every particular duty was expressed. God reserved 
to himself the’ prerogative of adding to his law, without altering 
the covenant terms ; otherwise every new precept would imply a 
new covenant, and thus there would be a multitude of covenants. 
We readily perceive that if God should say at any time, “obey 
my voice ‘in all things,” whatever paiticuldr duty he-might enjoin 
afterwards, it is-included in the first general command. ° , 

Having made these introductory observatidiis, I come to the 
proof that the law of works has never been repealed. 
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1. The moral law is the eternal, immutable rule of right, and 
necessarily requires the entire devotion and uninterrupted obe- 
dience of all intelligent creatures. Moral obligation grows out of 
the relation which rational creatures stand.in to their Creator, 
and can no more be abrogated than that relation can be abrogated. 
Christ could not, therefore, abolish any part of the moral law, with- 
out abolishing the relation between creatures and their Creator. 
God cannot but require what is due to him from his creatures. 
Of course it could be no part of the object of our Saviour, in 
coming into the world, to take away or lessen our obligation to 
serve God, or in other words, to abrogate the law of God; but 
to save us from its curse when we had transgressed it. 

It is to this point Mr. Westey speaks in his sermon entitled 
‘‘ The law established through faith.” ‘‘ The case is not, there- 
fore, as you suppose, that men were once more obliged to obey 
God, or work the works of the law, than they are now. This is 
a supposition you cannot make ~ood. The nature of the cove- 
nant of grace gives no ground, no encouragement at all, to set 
aside any instance or degree of obedience, any part or measure of 
holiness.” 

2. When the law is contradistinguished from the gospel, grace, 
or faith, it is not repealed, but established. Thus St. Paul, “ Do 
we then make void the law through faith ? God forbid: yea, 
we establish the law.” ‘The moral law must be here understood, 
as the apostle did make void the ceremonial law, and publicly 
avowed his doing so. But then it cannot be the Mediator’s law 
as distinct from the law of works; because the Mediator’s law in- 
cludes faith, and the law which is established is distinguished 
from it. It must therefore be the law of works. 

The same is apparent from our Saviour’s words; * Think not 
that | am come to destroy the law or the prophets: I am not 
come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, till hea- 
ven and earth pass, one jot, or one tittle, shall in no wise pass 
from the law, till all be fulfilled.” To understand him as saying 
here that he did not come to destroy his own law, which, in the 
order of nature, was consequent upon his coming, would be absurd; 
but we have a noble meaning if we understand him to say, it was 
no part of his object in coming to redeem mankind, to destroy, 
or do away the law which they had trangressed ; but while he 
delivered them from the curse, to confirm the law, to magnify, and 
make it honourable. This is the law which St. Paul tells us is 
holy, just, and good; which convinces us of sin, and brings us to 
Christ for salvation, which is often distinguished from the gospel, 
and confirmed throughout the New-Testament. 

3. It is clearly the law of works which adjudges infants to be 
sinners, and all mankind to be ehildren of wrath by nature. Rom. 
v.and Eph. ii. The law of Christ is not that merciless law which 
pronounces us “ sinners” on account of our natural depravity, 
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and looks with “ wrath” on the helpless condition of our nature ; 
which, for “the offence of one, passes sentence upon all men to 
condemnation :” but it is that merciful administration of the law 
which implies a provision by which the “free gift has come upon 
all men unto justification of life.” 

4. That the law of works is in force still is, I think, abundant- 
ly evident from the curse which remains upon the earth, upon ° 
man, upon woman, and particularly from the sentence of death 
which remains upon all mankind. If mankind were delivered from 
the obligation of the law, so should they be also from the curse of 
it. The judgments which are abroad in the earth, with the 
various evils which afflict mankind in -this world, flow not from 
Christ or his law, but are the fruits of transgression, and awarded 


by the law of works. 
(To be continued.) @/@8 A hs 
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To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Dear BretTHReEn, 

I am requested by the friends of our late venerable brother, 
the Rev. Joun Hacexty, to forward the enclosed memoir for 
insertion in the Methodist Magazine. 

Yours very respectfully, J. Souxe. 
Baltemore, March 11, 1824. 
MEMOIR OF THE REY. JOHN HAGERTY: 


Tue Rev. Joun Hacerry, the subject of this memoir, was 
born in Prince George’s county, in the province, now state of 
Maryland, on the 18th day of February, 1747. Very early in life 
he experienced the sacred drawings of the Holy Spirit, and at 
the age of twelve years, such were his desires to serve God, that 
he said when he read of the sufferings of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, his heart would melt into tenderness, and ke had so 
great a desire to serve God, that he often thought, if Christ were 
then upon the earth, he would leave father and mother, brethren 
and sisters, and follow him even unto death. When about twen- 
ty years of age he had many compunctions of heart on account of 
sin, and made many fruitless attempts to extricate himself from 
the snare of the devil, and to enter heartily into the service of his 
Maker ;_ but all his promises and resolutions were like the morn- 
ing cloud or early dew, they vanished away as soon as the sun of 
temptation arose. In the 23d year of his age, he commenced 
keeping house with his eldest sister. Here he began to imitate 
the good examples given him by his parents, and set up family 
worship night and morning; and although he knew nothing ot 
vital piety, and was entirely ignorant of the way of salvation by 
Vou. VIL. | Q7 
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faith in Christ, yet for consistency sake, he broke off from every 
Species of open immorality, and laboured hard to keep a con- 
science void of offence toward God and man. Yet, said he, I had 
not discovered the root of the matter. I had not a sufficiently 
deep conviction for sin—my repentance and reformation were 
only like putting a new piece on an old garment, which generally 


' makes the rent worse. 


It pleased God about this time, 1771, to direct one of his ser- 
vants, a Methodist preacher, Joun Kine, to the town where Mr. 
Hagerty then resided. Hé heard this man preach three times. 
With the first discourse he was tolerably well pleased: the second 
he liked better: but under the third, he felt as he had never felt 
before. The exceeding sinfulness of sin, the imminent danger to 
which he Was expgsed on account of transgression, his utter ina- 
bility t6*savé sal, and the necessity of evangelical righteous- 
ness through faith in Christ, rushed upon his mind and fastened 
in his conscience a conviction not to be easily shaken off. The 
great deep of his heart was now broken up, and he resolved on 
the spot to flee the wrath to come, by making a full surrender to 
God. After some months of various exercises, distress and prayer, 
his soul was set at liberty to praise redeeming mercy. The love 
of God was shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost given 
unto him. Pardon and peace were witnessed to his conscience, and 
he could now, by the Spirit of adoption, cry Abba, Father. About 
this ime God converted his sister, which was viewed by him as a 
gracious. Providence. For he now stood in need of some inti- 
mate religious friend who could encourage him to bear up against 
the flood of persecution which threatened to overwhelm him like 
the billows of the ocean. This year, 1772, Joun Kine again 
visited the town where Mr. Hacexty resided, and put up at his 
house. ‘The next day he preached in the market-place, and again 
on the Sabbath, and at night joined Mr. Hacexty and thirteen 
others into a society, of which he afterwards became the leader. 

Soon after he had tasted the good word of God and of the 
powers of the world to come, he felt an ardent desire that all his 
relations and neighbours should be made partakers of like pre- 
cious faith, This gracious desire increased in his soul, until after 
a lapse of some months, he was constrained to open his mouth for 
God, and to exhort sinners to flee from the wrath to come. 
Under his second exhortation there was a man deeply convicted 
of sin. This encouraged him to continue the exercise which he 
did at quarterly meetings and other places of public worship, un- 
der the patronage of Messrs. Kine, Rankin, SrrawBripce and 
others, until at length, Mr. Rowpa insisted on his preaching at his 
appointment at Linganore, to which he reluctantly consented. 
When he had fiuished his sermon, a man of decent deportment 
caine up to Lim and gave him an invitation to preach at his bouse 
that day two weeks, which he accepted—and when the day came 
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attended the appointment, where he found a great many people, to 
whom he preached, and received another invitation to preach to 
them again. Thus did the Lord open his way before him, and 
gave him favour in the eyes of the people. Mr. Hagerty con- 
tinued to preach and to labour in the word and doctrine for seve- 
ral years. Sometimes he would be Aig 1 home on preaching 
excursions for many weeks together. His heart was so much in 
this blessed work, that he could content himself only while he was 
seeking the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

At length he gave himself wholly to the work, and entered the 
travelling connexion in the year 1779. This year he was sent to 
Berkly circuit. In 1780 he was sent back to the same circuit. 
In 1781 he was appointed to labour in Baltimore circuit. In 1782 
he travelled Calvert circuit. In 1783 Chester, and in 1784 Fre- 
derick. At the Conference of this year the preachers declared 
themselves :an Independent Church, and ordained Mr. Assury, 
Superintendent ; and Jonn Hacerty, Netson Reep, and seve- 
ral others elders. In 1785 he was stationed in New-York. In 
1786 and 1787 he acted as presiding elder. In 1788 he was 
stationed in Annapolis. In 1789 in Baltimore. In 1790 at Fell’s 
Point. In 1791 and 1792 in Baltimore. At the close of this 
year, he was under the painful necessity of locating on account of 
the continued indisposition of his wife. From the period of his 
location, Mr. Hacerry continued to preach with great acceptabil- 
ity, in and about Baltimore. Few men were more cordially dis- 
posed to serve the church. At any hour, night or day, he was at 
the service of the people. Distance, weather or season, was no 
consideration with him when duty called. He has been often 
known to rise from his bed at midnight and ride for miles into the 
country, to visit a sick or a dying man, and that without fee or 
reward. 

In person Mr. Hacerty was about the middle size, straight, 
well proportioned and active—prominent features—a fine retreat- 
ing forehead, and in profile resembled the best prints we have of 
Mr. Fitetcuer. He was favoured with a robust constitution and 
good health, until within a few years of his death, when he was 
attacked with an hereditary epilepsy, and even while labouring 
under this malady, he was entirely free from any morbid affections 
of the stomach, and would often say even to within a few days of 
his death, “ from the crown of my head to the sole of my feet, I 
have no pain: I can eat hearty and sleep sound, so wonderfully 
does the Lord favour me.” 

_ Mr. Hacerry’s talents were above mediocrity, and his preach- 
ing was clear, pointed and commanding ; conveyed by a manly 
voice, and attended by the unctions of the Holy Spirit, it was 
often made the power of God to the salvation of his hearers. In 
looking over his manuscript journal, we were much pleased and 
edified with the fine vein of deep piety, which runs through it; 
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and which breathes the spirit of a devoted Christian and genuine 
evangelist. As Mr. Hagerty dedicated his life to the service of 
God, it was to be expected that God would own him in his death. 
Our expectation was not disappointed. We had the pleasure of 
Mr. Hacerry’s acquaintance for many years during his life time, 
and was favoured to be present in his dying hours. We called to 
see him on the Sabbath previous to his decease, and found him in 
a very comfortable frame of mind. Upon remarking to him that 
he appeared to be drawing nigh to eternity, he replied, “ yes; 
and all is straight, the way is clear before me.” In the afternoon 
we called again and prayed with him: he now appeared to have 
heaven in full anticipation: his eyes sparkled, and his whole 
theme was thanksgiving and praise. ‘That evening he was taken 
with a violent attack of epilepsy and was conveyed to bed; but 
spoke no more, and on the next Thursday evening, Sept. 4th, 


1823, he breathed his last, without a struggle or a groan, in his | 


seventy-seventh year. 
= 
From the Wesleyan-Methodist Magazine. 


MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. EDWARD BAKER LLOYD: 
BY MR. T. S. SWALE. 


One benefit to be derived from those peculiar dispensations 
of Providence, by which pious, and useful men are unexpectedly 
removed from the Church, is, that, a strong interest being excited 
respecting every thing that has a reference especially to the 
closing scene of their lives, the survivors may be insiructed, in 
matters of high concern, by the example and testimony of those 
who have died in the Lord. With this view, a brief memorial 
of that exemplary and devoted servant of God, the Rev. E. B. 
Lioyp, is presented to the readers of this Magazine. It is, how- 
ever, a subject of regret, that no proper materials for a regular 
biographical account of this excellent man can be found among 
his papers. Of his early years, therefore, nothing can be stated ; 
but this sketch of his life will commence at that period, which 
will prove the most interesting to his friends and to the Church of 
Christ. 

The late Rev. Enwarp Baxer Luoyp was induced to pay a 
serious attention to the concerns of religion, about the twenty-first 
year of his age. Having been for some time in a declining state 
of health, his friends advised him to try the effects of a change of 
air. Near the place of his temporary residence, he very provi- 
dentially became acquainted with an aged Christian; who soon 
evinced considerable anxiety about his conversion. <A careful 
perusal of Frercuen’s Appeal was proposed to him; and having 
gone through that invaluable book, conviction laid hold on his 
susceptible mind, and he soon united with the people called Me- 
thodists. To the Rev. Jacos Straniey, Mr. Luoyp always 
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acknowledged peculiar obligations; as it was under his ministry, 
and in consequence of his riendly advice and directions, that his 
understanding was brought into full exercise upon the things of 
God.—Being of studious habits, and fond of investigation, he 
turned his whole attention to the Holy Scriptures; and made 
such advances in piety, and in theological knowledge, as induced 
those who knew him best to call upen him to engage in occa- 
sionally ministering among them the word of life. About two 
years afterwards, he was recommended by the Birmingham Dis- 
trict-Meeting as a proper person to take a Circuit; and at the 
ensuing Conference, 1813, he received an appointment to Leek, 
where he spent the first year of his itinerant ministry —The uni- 
form testimony of those with whom he successively laboured at 
Leek, Portsmouth, Oxford, &c., is highly honourable to his ex- 
emplary piety, his well tempered zeal, and his diligence and 
fidelity in the discharge of every duty belonging to a Methodist 
Minister. As his endeavours to do good were sincere, and well 
directed, so they were proportionably successful; and to the close 
of his life it was his anxious desire to edify the Church of God, 
and to persuade men to enter the fold of Christ. 

The Rev. W. My es, in a letter to the writer of this article, 
states, that at Portsmouth it was.a general observation of Mr. 
Luoyp’s hearers, that they were never disappointed when they 
heard him preach; his discourses being “ weighty and scriptural, 
calculated to instruct the mind, to humble the proud heart, and 
to mend the life.” 

In 1819, he entered into the holy estate of matrimony,; and 
was stationed at Cambridge, of which Circuit he was appointed 
to take upon himself the entire superintendance. The result of 
his labours gave full proof that the confidence of the Conference 
had not been misplaced. Under his wise and economical man- 
agement, the Society continued to prosper; many temporal 
difficulties were removed; an increasing interest for the cause of 
Methodism was excited; while, by the urbanity of his manners, 
and the purity of his life and conversation, he gained the affec- 
tion of different classes of society, and was especially useful to 
the poor of Christ’s flock, of whom he was the constant and 
disinterested adviser and friend. 

In 1821, Divine Providence directed his steps to Halifax, 
where he laboured for two years, with such watchful attention to 
the spiritual interests of the souls committed, in part, to his care, 
as to render his premature death peculiarly afflictive to them. 
When the mournful intelligence arrived in some of tlre villages, 
where Mr. Luoyp had often stood up to bless the people, the 
inhabitants flocked together, and told the story of their sincere 
grief in the most moving terms. — 

During the period of Mr. Luoyn’s residence in Halifax, all who 
properly understand and respect the ministerial office, must hare 



















































214 Memoir of the late Rev. E. B. Luoyp. 


admired the uniform propriety of his conduct. If any difficulties 
or trials occurred, he preserved the same equanimity of temper, 
the same spirit of meekness and love, which characterized him 
under more happy circumstances of life... The Quarterly-Meeting 
of the Circuit had resolved to request the favour of his services 
for a third year; and the people were anxiously expecting that 
the Conference would accede to that request, when, by an un- 
searchable decree of Providence, he was called away to take his 

lace in heaven. The particulars of this afflictive occurrence are 
shortly as follows :—Mr. Luoypn, in company with his colleague, 
the Rev. Joun James, and several other Preachers, left Halifax . 
by coach for Sheffield, to attend the Conference, on Monday 
morning the 28th of July ; and had proceeded as far as Shelly- 
Bank, at the distance of six miles and a half from Huddersfield, 
on the Penistone road, when the coach was overturned, and the 
passengers were laid prostrate on the ground in awful and agoniz- 
ing confusion. Some of the parties were, however, enabled to 
pursue their journey the same day, although much bruised; 
while the Rev. George Sarcent and Mr. Luoyp were left at 
the place, as it was impossible to remove them,—so dreadfully 
were they injured by the fall. Happily, Mr. James was enabled 
to return home, and announced to his sympathizing friends the 
calamities of the day; although he had his right leg very much 
crushed, and in other respects was so much affected, that he was, 
for a time, confined to his room. 

As soon as the writer of these details heard of the awful catastro- 
phe, accompanied by Mrs. Luoyn, he hastened to the fatal spot, 
where he arrived about three o’clock on the morning of Tuesday 
the 29th of July. He found his much esteemed friend in avery help- 
less and suffering condition. When the effects of the interview 
with his afflicted wife had a little subsided, Mr. Luovyp stated, that 
he could never recover. Upon being told that his friend could not 
bear to think of his death; ‘ O,” said he, “the whole viscera 
are so much crushed, that it is impossible I can live.” As speedily 
as possible, the means prescribed by the Medical Gentletnen, who 
had hastened to the scene of distress, were employed; and all 
were in anxious hope that Mr. Li.oyp would find himself easier. 
But nothing was sufficient to allay his very acute pains ;—he 
appeared to be sinking under the effects of the fatal accident; 
and the only consolation that could then be indulged was that he 
continued in his usually calm, composed, and happy temper of 
mind. Being asked how he was, he replied, that he found God 
ai hand, and not afar off, even on a sick bed. He was thankful, 
_he said, for a good hope through the Redeemer, and added, 

“ This all my uope and ail my plea, 
Jesus hath liv'd,—hath died for me.” 

His symptoms varied from Tuesday to Saturday ; alternations 

of hope and fear following each other in rapid succession. On 
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the latter day, however, to all human ap earance, he was fast 
approaching the final close of life. “The Doctors are mistaken,” 
he remarked, “if they express any expectation of my recovery. 
I know that Iam a dying man. O, I long to be gone. I hope 
it is not impatience ;—but I cannot avoid feeling under the ac- 
cumulated weight of my sufferings.” Alluding to the death of 
Mr. Sarcent, which had taken place on the Wednesday preced- 
ing, he observed, “These young walls bear more battering than 
old ones.” After having changed his position a little, he exclaimed, 


“Pil praise my Maker while I’ve breath, 
And when my voice is lost in death, 
Praise shall employ my nobler powers : - 
My days of praise shall ne’er be past, 
While life, and thought, and being last, 
Or immortality endures.” 


In a few moments he added, 
“ Happy if with my latest breath, 
I may but gasp His name ; 
Preach Him to all, and cry in death, 
‘Behold, behold the Lamb!’ 


—Yes; the Lamb of God, slain from the foundation of the 
world, for worthless man.” Then addressing the friends that 
stood around him, he said, ““O follow Christ, follow Christ! I 
have preached him in life, and I now preach him in death: Be- 
hold, behold the Lamb! O precious Jesus,—thou flower of the 
wilderness !—the fairest among ten thousand, and altogether 


lovely ! 
‘Jesus, my only hope thou art, 


Strength of my failing flesh and heart ; 
O could I catch a smile from thee, 
And drop into eternity!” 


After these exertions, he became faint; and the heart-rending 
anticipation of his speedy dissolution became unavoidable. A 
little wine-and water having been given to him, he intimated a 
wish to hold the cup in his own hand. Having drank himself, he 
then presented it, in a most tender and affectionate manner, to 
the dear partner of his life, who received it from his hands as a 
sacramental pledge of their drinking together the new wine of 
the kingdom which is above. He then fell into a gentle slumber 
for a short time, after which, with renewed energy, he began to 
inquire, ‘‘ Why do his chariot wheels so long delay? Am I not 
yet gone? What keeps me back? Have I more work to do for 
Jesus? O pray for my deliverance !—the shades of death are 
long.” He then, with much fervour, prayed that he might glorify 
God in his death. Soon afterwards, he appeared to be almost 
overwhelmed with a sense of the divine presence; and enireated 
those about him to raise him upon his knees, that he might appear 
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before his Lord in the humblest posture. ‘O, let me,” said he, 
‘but wash the meanest of his servants’ feet!” Taking hold of 
the hands of all present, he pronounced what he thought would 
be his parting benediction ; and said, with much solemn feeling, 
“God bless you, and reward you for your kindness to me!” A 
Lady, residing at Shelly, who was very assiduous in her kind 
attentions to the deceased and to his friends, entering the room 
about this time, Mr. Luoyp addressed her in the following terms: 
“You are just come in time to be thanked for the many acts of 


‘kindness which I and Mrs. Luoyp have received from you, since 


we came into this part of the country. The Lord bless you, 
and lift upon you the light of his countenance, and grant you 
peace henceforth and for ever: Amen !’* 

To an aged man, who called to offer consolation, he said, “ If 
thy heart be as mine, give me thy right hand ;” which was done 
with suitable emotions on both sides. Something having been 
said about the accident, and the cause of it, he observed, that it 
was “neither wood nor stone, but the finger of God.”— It is 
the Lord’s will,” he added, “ let him do what seemeth good in 
his sight: Jesus can make the bed of death as soft as downy 
pillows are.” An affectionate friend, who continued with him 
during nearly the whole time of his affliction, giving him a little 
wine, to moisten his parched lips, he remarked, with a most 
benign look, and with great emphasis, “This is not Gall ;”— 
alluding to the potion presented to our Saviour on the Cross. 
At times he seemed to be wholly absorbed in the contemplation 
ef the celestial prospect before him. As his soul rose higher 
and higher in its holy ecstasies, he cried out, 

“Lend, lend your wings, I mount, I fly ; 
O Grave, where is thy victory, 
O Death, where is thy sting ?” 


But sensible that he was still in the body, in a doubting, anxious 
tone, he began to-inquire : 
“¢ What is this absorbs me quite ; 
Steals my senses, shuts my sight ; 
Drowns my spirits, draws my breath ? 
Tell me my soul can this be death ?” 


During the evening of this ever memorable day, though his 
bodily suffering was great, Mr. Luoyp was in evident transport. 
He rose, as well as he was able, from his pillow, and with rapture 
exclaimed to those about him, ‘Come unto me, and I will tell 
you what the Lord has done for my soul. He hath saved my 
soul, and he will save you, every one of you: he will save al! 


* The following just and rerited tribute to the kindness evinced on this occa- 
sion, appeared in one of the provincial Journals, dated August 2, 1823 “It 1s 
due to the inhabitants of Shelly and its neighbourhood to say that the most humane 
attention is paid to the Gentlemen who have been brought amongst them by this 
isscrutable dispensation of Divine Providence.” | 
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that come to him. O, blessed Saviour! thy presence makes 
heaven, in town or country, in a shop or warehouse, in a palace 
or in a cottage.” Presently he called upon his friends to pray. 
He also prayed, with an earnestness that was truly surprising, 
taking into consideration his extreme weakness; and recommended 
the people among whom he had laboured to the special care of 
God ;—expressing a wish that some of them might be the crown 
of his rejoicing in the day of the Lord. Shortly afterwards, at 
his solicitation, the throne of grace was again supplicated in his 
behalf; and he seemed highly delighted, observing how pleasant 
it was to be in a house of prayer.—As the night advanced, his pain 
became less severe, and he again spoke. in almost his usual man- 
ner. Being told that his friends thought he had almost left them, 
he remarked, “I thought so too. But I shall stay a little longer : 
nevertheless one of this company must go.” —Addressing a young 
friend from Huddersfield, who had been unwearied in performing 
numberless kind offices for him, he said: ‘God bless you, and 
keep you to eternal life, and bring you to glory !—that is every 
thing."—-To Mrs. S. he remarked, “ You and we have often 
shared mutual joys, and now you have come to partake of our 
sorrows. The Lord I hope, will reward you;” and added, “O 
take care of my wife! Her poor heart is almost broken.” —Indeed, 
on all proper occasions, during Mr. Luoyp’s affliction, he ex- 
pressed himself in terms of the warmest acknowledgment for the 
various tokens of sincere regard and affection which he received 
from his friends; and fervently prayed for their. temporal and 
spiritual welfare. 

On Sunday and Monday, the 3d and 4th of August, though he 
was tolerably tranquil, yet it was evident that his life was drawing to 
aclose. On Tuesday the 5th, he became restless, and his severest 
pains returned with full force, which continued through the follow- 
ing night without any intermission. Early on Wednesday morn- 
ing, a friend inquiring how he then was, he replied: “ It is almost 
over. O, I have passed a sad night; but I have learned to suffer 
my Master’s will.” During the forenoon he was in a most 
heavenly frame of mind. Every word, every breath, was praise. 
He blessed God that he had lived and was dying a Methodist 
Preacher ; and added, with the liveliest emotion, “I hope my 
dear boy will too.” A few moments only had elapsed, when he 
delighted all present by an extemporaneous poetic effect; the 
subject of which was Mr. Westey, and the magnificent plan of 
spreading the Gospel established and superintended by him. It 
closed with a devout wish that the influences of religion might 
spread far as the earth’s remotest bounds, until all the families of 
man should become the family of God!* Pointing with his 


“The last sermon Mr. Lrovp preached was on this delightful subject, at Tod- 
morden, on Sunday the 27th of July, when he advocated the cause of the Metho- 
dist Sunday-School at that place with unusual animation. 
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fore-finger, he ‘said, “ Glory! I see Jesus!” and as if bidding 
adieu to all sublunary objects, he repeated the following lines: 


“ Farewell, great world, I’ve seen enorgh of thee; 
My God I love, my God to all eternity !” 


“Yes,” he added, “through all eternity! O, my friends, how 
sweet a thing it is to die: I had no idea it was so pleasant. | 
thought I was in heaven. Do I again visit you ?”—Looking 
inquisitively about him, as if to ascertain the fact, and observing 
Mrs. Luoyp standing close to his bed, almost inconsolable, in the 
most tender and pathetic manner he committed her to the care 
of his heavenly Father, praying that he would be a husband to 
the widow, and a father to the fatherless. But as if he thought 
he could die more satisfied, he said, ‘‘O, let my wife die with 
me!’ Being told that she must tarry the Lord’s pleasure; he 
calmly said, ‘“O, yes, that will do!”’—He then began to sing in 
a sort of under tone, as if joining the heavenly hosts in their 
hymns of praise; a circumstance the more remarkable, as Mr. 
Lioyp had never been accustomed to sing upon any occasion.— 
Articulation now failing, he made the sign of the cross upon his 
breast ; wishing to leave that last testimony of his faith in Jesus 
Christ,—a token which he was convinced was understood by his 
surrounding friends. ; 

His work was now done; his breathing became quick and 
irregular; his eyes seemed fixed on some object of higher interest 
than any thing this world has to present; the cold hand of death 
passed over him; and, with a smile on his countenance, and, 
without a struggle or a groan, as if falling into a deep sleep, his 
happy spirit winged its way to everlasting glory, on Wednesday 
afternoon, the 6th of August, 1823, in the thirty-fourth year of 
his age, and the tenth of his faithful and valuable ministry, sur- 
rounded by those who loved and revered him in life, and whose 
exclamation at his death was, ‘‘ Mark the perfect man, and be- 
hold the upright; for the end of that man is peace.” 

His dear remains were conveyed to Halifax, and, on Saturday 
morning the 9th, were committed to the tomb. A vast concourse 
of people attended on the occasion, as well to pay the last tribute 
of respect to their departed Friend and Pastor, as to express their 
sincere regret that they should see his face no more in the flesh._— 
On Sunday, August 17th, his death was improved by the Rev. J. 
Entwisve, from “ Death” is “ yours,” (1 Cor. iii. 22,)—in a 
manner which greatly interested and edified all who heard him. 
He expressed, in the most affectionate terms, his regard for the 
deceased, whom the unsearchable Providence of God had so 
suddenly removed from that Ministry, of which he was becom- 
ing one of the brightest ornaments. Between two and three 
thousand persons, of different denominations, (for he was beloved 
by all,) attended the mournful service ; with their tears bedewing 
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the memory of departed worth, and recording the high esteem 
and veneration they cherished for the amiable and excellent 
character of him, of whose ministry and other public labours 
they had so recently and so frequently been the witnesses. 

“ Multis ille bonis flebilis occidit.” 


To those who best knew Mr. Luoyp, and shared his affection and 
confidence, the loss they have sustained, by his premature death, 
is irreparable. For in all cases where a correct judgment was 
required, and when counsel was necessary, he was ever ready, if 
requested, to assist; and nothing could induce him to yield to 
undue partialities, or to sacrifice any principle of duty, to serve 
any interest, either of greater or less importance. To them is 
left only the mournful satisfaction of cherishing the remembrance 
of his excellencies, and of attempting to imitate his worthy ex- 
ample ; while the solemn lesson they should learn from this awful 
dispensation of Providence is, to live in a state of habitual prepara- 
tion for death,—that, when the hour of their departure shall arrive, 
like their dear deceased friend, they may be enabled to say, as he 
did on one occasion during his affliction, “Thanks be to God 
who giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

As a Minister of Religion, the late Mr. Luoyp possessed those 
talents which enabled him to give “ instruction in righteousness” 
in a way calculated at once to edify and to please. There was 
nothing inflated in his style, affected in his manner, or extrava- 
gant in his gestures; but he appeared before his audience with 
that steady and dignified confidence, which became the high office 
he sustained, and fixed the respectful attention of all who heard 
him.—His Sunday-morning’s discourses were generally addressed 
to believers; and treated on the great and essential doctrines of 
Justification by Faith, the Witness of the Spirit, Christian Per- 
fection, and other subjects of an experimental nature, in a clear, 
argumentative, and convincing manner. In the afternoons, he 
commonly paraphrased, or lectured, on some important portion 
of the Holy Scriptures; and his remarks on any apparently ob- 
scure or difficult passage which occurred, were ever calculated to 
enlighten the minds of his auditors, and to remove the doubts of 
objectors. On Sabbath evenings he directed his attention, gene- 
rally, to impenitent sinners and unhappy backsliders; and if the 
voice of the Law was insufficient to awaken them to a just sense of 
their duty to God and themselvcs, with what mild persuasion, 
with what affectionate entreaties, would he endeavour to bring 
back the wanderer, and to convince the obstinate of their guilt 
and danger; commending them to that mercy and grace which 
are offered to all! 

The disinterestedness of Mr..Luoyp was at all times a very 
conspicuous trait in his character; and his anxiety for the wel- 
fare of others seemed to be as great as for himself. He never 
appeared more happy, than when he was assisting in any plan 
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that tended to alleviate human suffering. — Punctuality in attending 
to his appointments, was another good quality by which Mr, 
Lioyp was distinguished. No circumstance, connected with his 
own feelings and convenience, was ever deemed by him sufficient 
to warrant a neglect of duty. He appears constantly to have 
remembered the vows he had made, on his full admission to the 
ministerial office, before God and his Brethren in the Ministry ; 
and to perform them in a conscientious manner was his daily 
study, for which purpose he accounted no labours teo great, no 
sacrifices too dear.—In the discharge of Pastoral Dutwes, he was 
constant and affectionate. He divided the town of Halifax into 
a suitable number of Districts ;* and on the Mondays, being too 
much fatigued by the labours of the Sabbath to attend to severe 
studies, it was his delight to visit the poor and the destitute of 
each District in course : thus, in a very important particular, he 
imitated the example of Him, whose business it was to “ go 
about doing good.” ‘O,” said a poor widow, who mentioned 
the deceased in the most respectful manner, “ he was always 
ready to visit a cottage; and it has pleased God that he should 
die in one!” 

In the domestic circle, Mr. Luoyp’s deportment was charac- 
terized by uniform kindness, and a suavity of disposition that 
endeared him to all who had the advantage of his private ac- 
quaintance. On this subject a Correspondent observes: “ His 
behaviour in my house, and the houses of his friends, displayed 
the Christian and the Gentleman. No levity, or foolish talking, 
nothing morose, impatient, or unpleasant, was ever discoverable 
in him. By his meekness, gentleness, and seriousness, he strove 
to make all around him comfortable and happy.” 

Mr. Luoyp’s mind being highly cultivated and active, when 
his ministerial engagements allowed the indulgence of a little 
literary leisure, he employed his “ready” pen on various sub- 
jects; and presented to the world several little works, intended 
chiefly for the benefit of the rising generation, for whose best 
interests he always manifested the most anxious concern.—His 
** Providence and Grace,” ‘ Mountain-Cottage,” “ Veteran Sol- 
dier,” &c., may be read with pleasure, as instructive narratives, 
vindicating the ways of God to man, and exemplifying the advan- 
tages of early piety. In addition to these smaller works, it will 
be gratifying to his friends to know, that his last literary perform- 
mance, a “ Treatise on Religious Fasting,” is now in the course 
of publication. On this subject, he has displayed considerable 
research ; presenting numerous authorities from the Sacred Writ- 
ings, the Fathers, &c., corroborative of his views, while he proves, 
in his usually concise and, perspicuous method, the utility of the 
practice of one of the oldest religious observances on record. 


* A similar plan he adopted while at Oxford, &c. 











































Remarks on Romans vii. 14, 15, to the end. 221 


Mr. Lioyp was an ardent admirer of the beauties of nature ; 
and possessed a fine taste for the best productions of poetry. His 
own poetical talent was not inconsiderable. How often has he 
delighted his friends with the results of his musings, in strains 
highly imaginative and interesting, intended as reminiscences of 
former endearing associations! But it was on subjects of a 
heavenly and spiritual nature, that his muse appeared most vigor- 
ous and lofty. On these occasions, his soul seems to have been 
wrapt in holy aspirations: and the things of heaven became the 
familiar objects of his contemplation. Several of his poetical 
pieces, presented to the public through the medium of the Maga- 
zine, &c., and a great number of others found among his MSS., 
possesses real merit. 

On the amiable character, the talents, and the usefulness, of 
Mr. Liovp, the writer could dwell with unceasing delight: but 
of necessity he brings his remarks to a conclusion, by observing, 
that, as a Husband and a Father, the tenderness, affection, and 
sensibility which he ever exhibited in those sacred relations, are 
best appreciated by those who are left a little longer in this vale 
of tears; and who are recommended to the prayers and sympa- 
thies of a people, among whom he laboured, generally, with that 
satisfaction to himself, which frequently excited his gratitude to 
God for his appointment to Halifax. 

The servant of Christ is gone to his reward; but he has left an 
imperishable memorial behind him. May the mantle of his vir- 
tues fall upon his surviving friends, and brethren in the ministry, 
from whom he has been so mysteriously removed ; and may he, 
though dead, still so speak to the Society which lately loved him 
as one of its Pastors, that every member may be stirred up to 
increased diligence in the way and work of the Lord! Thus shall 
their loss be sanctified ; and God shall be glorified, no less when 
he takes away than when he gives. 

Halifar, Sept. 26, 1823. 


Scripture Illustrated. 


REMARKS ON ROMANS VII. 14, 15, TO THE END. 


From a French Author. 


I am not ignorant that Divines, otherwise able and pious men, 
have thought that St. Paul speaks of himself in this chapter, and 
that he represents there, what passes within a regenerate man; 
but I know likewise that a great many orthodox Divines have re- 
jected that exposition, as contrary to the scope of the Apostle, to 
the constant doctrine of the New-Testament, and to the spirit of 
the Christian religion. 
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It is a sad thing that, when a place is capable of two senses, 
men should pitch upon that which comes nearest to the preten- 
sions of sinners. I do not intend here to enter into a dispute, 
nor to offend those of a contrary opinion; I am persuaded they 
have no design to countenance corruption: but, as in all things 
we ought to seek the truth, and as the truth here is of great con- 
sequence for the promoting of piety, so I entreat those who may 
have scruples concerning those words, to make these following 
reflections. ? 

Ist. Let them seriously and impartially consider, whether it 
may be said that St. Paul was a “carnal” man, ‘ sold-under sin,” 
a man who did “no good,” but “ evil;” and a man involved. in 
death: these are the strongest expressions that can be used, and 
which the Scripture uses to give us the character of wicked and 
impious men. To believe this of St. Paul, is so very hard, that 
a man must be able to digest any thing, who is not startled at it. 

2. I desire them to attend to the drift of St. Paul: he had un- 
dertaken to shew, that the doctrine of justification by faith did not 
introduce licentiousness ; this he had proved in the sixth chapter, 
as may appear by the reading it. Is it likely that in the seventh 
chapter he should overturn all that he had established in the 
preceding, and say that the holiest men are “captivated” by “the 
Jaw of sin?” If this be St. Paul’s doctrine, what becomes of the 
efficacy of faith -to produce holiness: and how could he have 


answered that —— which he proposes to himself, chap. 


vi. 1—15, “ Shall we continue in sin ? Shall we sin, we that are 
under grace?” St Paul ought to have granted the objection, if 
it be true, that the most regenerate are sold under sin. But it 
is plain, that in the seventh chapter he goes on to prove what he 
had laid down already, namely, that the gospel sanctifies men ; 
and not only this, but that the gospel alone can sanctify men, 
and that the law could not. This is the scope of the whole 
chapter. 

In the very first four verses, he shews that “ Christians are no 
longer under the law,” nor consequently under sin; “ and that 
they are dead to the law, that they may bring forth fruit unto God.” 
He expresses himself more clearly yet in the fifth verse, where 
he says, that there is a considerable difference between those 
who are under the law, and those who are in Jesus Christ. He 
plainly distinguishes these two states, and the time past from the 
present. ‘ When we were in the flesh,” he observes, “ the mo- 
tions of sin which were by the law, did work in our members to 
bring forth fruit unto death; but now we are delivered from 
the law, that we should serve in newness of spirit.” Here are 
the two states: the state past was a state of corruption, the present 
state is a state of holiness. But as it might have been inferred 
from thence, that the law was the caase of sin, the apostle refutes 
that imagination, from the seventh to the fourteenth verse. 
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After this, he describes the miserable condition of a man who 
is not regenerated by grace, and who is still under the law. He 
begins to do this from the fourteenth verse, by saying, “ The 
law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin,” &c. And here 
no doubt it will be said, that St. Paul speaks of himself, and not 
of those who are under the law ; for, says he, “I am carnal,” &c. 
But one may easily see that the apostle uses here a way of speak- 
ing which is very ordinary in discourse, and by which he that 
speaks, puts himself in the place of those he speaks of. And St. 
Paul had the more reason to express himself after this manner 
because he had been himself under the law, before he was con- 
verted to Christianity. There are many instances in Seripture 
of this way of speaking; and we find one in this very chapter, 
which is beyond exception. St. Paul says, in the ninth verse, 
“T was alive without the law once,” &c. If we do not admit 
here a figurative expression, or if these words are strictly taken ; 
then we must say, that there was a time when this apostle was 
without law, which is both false and ridiculous. As, therefore, it is 
plain, that when he says, ver. 9, ‘ I was without law,” he speaks 
of the state of those men to whom the law was not given; so it 
is unquestionable, that when he says, “I am carnal,” &c. he 
describes the state of a corrupt man, living under the law, and 
not hisown. This is a key which lets us into the meaning of his 
discourse, in which the law is mentioned almost in every verse. 

3. Lastly, that which makes it as clear as the sun, that this is 
his true sense, is, that when the apostle considers and speaks of 
himself as a Christian, he uses quite another language. ‘To be 
satisfied of this, we need but run over this chapter, and compare 
it with other places in his Epistles. If he says here, verse 7, 8, 
‘* that concupiscence is felt and reigns within a man, who is under 
the law ;” he declares, Gal. v. 24, “ that Christians have cruci- 
fied the flesh with the lusts of it.” If he says, verse 9, 10, * that 
sin lives within him, and he is dead ;” he had said, chap. vi. 2, 
11, “that he was dead to sin and living unto God through Jesus 
Christ ;” if he says verse 14, “ that he is carnal and sold under 
sin,” it is apparent that he does not speak of himself, since, 
chap. vill. 1, 8, he tells us, ‘ that those who are in Christ Jesus 
are not in the flesh, and that those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God, and have not his Spirit.” If he says here, verse 19, 
“| know that in me dwelleth no good thing ;” he declares, Eph. 
ii. 37, “that Christ dwelleth in our hearts.by faith.” If he says 
verse 19, “ the good that I would I do not; and the evil which I 
hate, that I do;” he testifies in many places, “ that the faithful 
do that which is good, and abstain from evil.”’ If he complains, 
verse 21, 22, 23, “of his being captivated to the law of sin ;”’ 
he teaches, chap. vi. 17, 22, “that Christians are no longer the 
servants of sin, that they are freed from it, and. become the ser- 
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vants of righteousness.” If he cries out, verse 24, “ O wretched 
man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death?” it is manifest, that these are not the expressions of a 
man regenerated by Jesus Christ, for he adds immediately, “] 
thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. There is therefore 
now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit 
of life in Jesus Christ hath made me free from the law of sin 
and death.” Rom. viii. 1, 2. 

Now let any body judge, whether what is said in this chapter 
can be applied to St. Paul, considered as a regenerated Chris- 
tian? Can it be said that concupiscence reigns in him who 
has crucified it? That sin lives in him who is dead to sin? That 
he who is not in the flesh is a carnal man? That he who is freed 
from sin is sold to sin? That no good thing dwells in those in 
whom Christ dwells? That a man is at the same time miserable 
and happy, a slave, and yet delivered by Jesus Christ, dead and 
alive? To say this, is it not to call good evil, and evil good, to 
put darkness for light, and light for darkness? Is it not to admit 
downright contradictions in Scripture? But especially, is it not 
to open a door to licentiousness, and to give us a strange notion 
of a regenerate man? 

By all that has been said, I db not mean that there are no rem- 
nants of corruption in those who are regenerated. Neither do I 
deny, that in those, whose regeneration is just begun, there is 
some such struggle as that which is described in this chapter. 

To this may be added the following declaration of Jeremy 
Taytor, “that St. Paul does not speak these words (Rom. vii. 
19,) of himself but by a Mélacynyalicyos metaschematismos, under 
his own borrowed person, he describes the state of a carnal, un- 
redeemed, unregenerate, person, is expressly affirmed by St. 
freneus and Origen, by Tertullian and St. Basil, by Theodoret 
and St. Chrysostom, by St. Jerome, sometimes by St. Austin, by 
St. Ambrose, and St. Cyril, by Macarws and Theophylact ; and 
is indeed that true sense and meaning of these words of St. Paul, 
which words none can abuse or misunderstand, but to the great 
prejudice of a holy life, and the patronage of all iniquity.”— 
JerEMY TayLor’s Sermons, Supplement, fol. edit. p. 18. 


O wretched man that I am—The struggle is now come to its 
height; and the man finding there is no help in himself, begins 
almost unawares to pray, Who shall deliver me? He then seeks 
and looks for deliverance, till God in Christ appears to answer his 

uestion. The word which we translate deliver implies force. 
And indeed without this there can be no deliverance.—WEsLEY. 
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The Grace of God Manifested. 


EXTRACT FROM A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE FUNERAL OF 
THE REV. ALEXANDER CUMMINS. 
BY THE REV. RUSSEL BIGELOM. 


ALEXANDER Cummins was born in the state of Virginia, on the 
5th day of September, 1787. He continued there till he obtained 
a tolerably good English education. At an early period of life 
he was united to the partner of his joys and woes, whom he: has - 
now left behind to mourn her loss. He soon after removed to the 
state of Ohio, and settled for a time near the Scioto river, where 
he was made a subject of awakening grace; and after struggling 
for some months, he obtained peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. This change he experienced at a prayer-meeting, 
in the twenty-first year of his age, at which time he was enabled 
to testify that God had power on earth to forgive sin, which evi- 
dence he retained till the hour of his dissolution. Not long after 
his conversion he was exercised about preaching the everlasting 
gospel. He viewed the world lying in wickedness, groping in 
darkness, and exposed to misery as he had been. He pitied its 
condition, and desired its deliverance. He saw fulness in Jesus; 
he tasted the sweetness of his grace and mercy; and heartily 
wished that others might share largely of those heavenly joys. 
Such were his exercises, his piety, and his gifts, that his brethren 
soon perceived that the Lord had called him to the work of the 
ministry. ‘They considered that the circumstances justified them 
in supposing that the Holy Ghost was addressing them, saying, 
Set apart ALEXANDER for the work whereunto I Ive called him. 
Hence they gave him license to preach as a local preacher. He 
was soon after admitted on trial as a travelling preacher at the 
Conference held in Cincinnatti-in 1809, which was fourteen years 
ago, and two years and a half after his conversion. He travelled 
regularly for five years. The first year on Brush-Creek circuit ; 
the second on Pickaway ; the third year on Delaware (now Co- 
lumbus) circuit; the fourth and fifth years on Deer-Creek cir- 
cuits. During these labours he suffered many inconveniencies, 
and endured many hardships. He laboured so regularly and zea- 
lously by night and day that his constitution seemed to give way; 
and he found it necessary to rest. one year, which he employed in 
teaehing school. Having gained a little strength he again engaged 
in the work, and was appointed to the charge of Miami circuit, 
which at that time was quite laborious. The two following years 
he was stationed in Cincinnatti; the three following he was-pre- 
siding elder on Kentucky district; at the close of which he return- 
ed to the Ohio Conference, and was appointed presiding elder on 
Miami district, where he spent the two past years, and ended 


his labours and his life. In taking a review we may say, first, that 
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ALEXANDER CUMMINS, was a man of a sound mind and good 
judgment, particularly in spiritual matters. He took considerable 
pains to improve his mind by reading and a close application to 
study. Asa man and acquaintance he was kind and agreeable, 
and very much respected. As a husband he was affectionate and 
provident. As a parent he was tender, yet strict and particular. 
As a Christian he was humble, pious, devout, sober and cheerful. 
As a minister he was regular, zealous, acceptable and useful. 
His recat: = was good: his sermons in the general, pointed and 
weighty. His talents were not the most brilliant; but his great- 
ness consisted in variety and goodness. And such was his zeal, 
variety and usefulness, that few, if any, were more acceptable or 
popular. His success has been more than ordinary. I have been 
informed, that many were converted during the first years of his 
ministry. The first information I ever received concerning him, 
was just after he had left his third circuit; I formed an acquaint- 
ance in several neighbourhoods in that circuit, in which his zeal 
and usefulness were much spoken of: and when I travelled that 
circuit nine years afterwards, I found several of his spiritual chil- 
dren, who'were still pressing through difficulties, on their journey to 
the promised land. My acquaintance with him commenced in the 
latter end of the year 1815 ; at which time we were appointed to 
labour together on the Miamicircuit. I was young and inexperien- 
ced, but in him | found a father, an instructor, and a firm friend. 
Long shall I remember the good advice and many instructions I re- 
ceived; and the pious examples set before me, by the beloved minis- 
ter, whose funeral sermon I preach. He laboured that year with dili- 
gence, zeal and success. His zeal, piety and usefulness, while sta- 
tioned in Cincinnati the two following years, I need scarcely men- 
tion ;-you, my brethren, are his record; you call to recollection 
his piety, his devotion, his fervour, his diligence, his watchfulness, 
his anxiety, his pathetic sermons, his fervent prayers. You call 
to recollection the happy hours you enjoyed under his ministry. 
And many of you, I presume, consider him as the instrument of 
your conversion. You view him as your spiritual pareat under 
God ; and will have cause to praise God for ever, that you have 
had the privilege of sitting under his ministry. The three years 
he laboured as a presiding elder in Kentucky, he was acceptable 
and useful, highly esteemed by preachers and people. His rides 
were long (and in some parts) rough and mountainous, and his 
labours so abundant, as to exhaust his debilitated system. The 
district he has travelled the two past years, is also large and very 
Jaborious. He however performed his duties acceptably and 
usefully, but with great pain, often travelling and preaching when 
he ought to have had rest, particularly the last six months. I have 
already said considerable concerning our departed brother, but, | 
cannot forbear mentioning his wisdom and firmness as a governor 
in the church. It was here he excelled; here his true greatness 
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appeared. He was not one of those hasty, rash sort of men, but 
firm and fixed. His weakly constitution which was severely 
racked with incessant labour, was often attacked with wasting 
disease, but he bore all with Christian patience. About six months 
before his death, he was severely afflicted with the meazles, but 
by the divine blessing, he partially: recovered, and entered again 
upon his work. And | think it probable, that his exertion be- 
fore he was fully restored to health, was one cause of bringing on 
the disease which terminated his earthly career. He visited the 
circuit of which I had charge, but a short time before he was 
taken with his last sickness, and seemed equally diligent and fer- 
vent as formerly, though hardly able to keep about. He left our 
Camp-Meeting on Sabbath evening and came home. On the fol- 
lowing Friday, rode out to Mechanicsburgh,, about 5 ae miles 
from this place, (Cincinnati) to attend a Quarterly Meeting. On 
Saturday he preached his last sermon, with his usual zeal and pa- 
thos, on “ I1.am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the 
power of God unto salvation, to every one that believeth.” ‘That 
night he was attacked with the disease, which terminated in his 
death. He was brought home in a wagon and laid on his bed, 
where he remained for eight weeks, a man of sufferings, racked 
with pain, and scorched with fever ; but he bore all without mur- 
muring. He was grateful for every kindness shown him, and ap- 
peared calm, resigned and patient. He said indeed but: little 
about dying, nor did he praise God aloud as some have done; It 
was not his usual way when in health, but what he did say, was 
satisfactory. ‘To one friend he said, that he had no anxiety about 
living, but should be willing to live, till he could settle up his tem- 
poral business, if it was the will of the Lord ; because he could 
do it better than others, and thereby prevent trouble after his 
death : but he was nevertheless willing to resiga all into the hands 
of the Lord. | I visited him one week before his death for the first 
time, and several times afterward. On one of my visits, I talked 
to him respecting the state of his mind ; he seemed composed and 
resigned, and said he felt that his peace was made with God. 
The brother who attended on him, asked him a few hours before 
his death, if he was sensible that he would soon go; he said “ yes, 
I shall soon be in eternity.” The brother asked him, if he had 
any doubts or fears; he said, “* not any, my way is clear.” His 
departure was on the 27th day of September 1823, a little before 
seven o’clock in the evening. ‘Thus lived, and thus died our be- 
loved brother Cummins, a pattern. of piety, a way mark to Hea- 
ven. We do not mean tosay thathe had no bilings, but we say they 
were comparatively few. He now rests from~his labours, and his 
works follow him. 
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Miscellaneous. 


THE WEAKNESS AND WICKEDNESS OF AN INFIDEL: OR THE AW. 
FUL STORY OF WILLIAM BEADLE. 


Prom Presipert Dwicut’s “ Travels in New-England and New-York,” Vol. 1. 
pp- 195—200. 


WeTHERSFIELD is remarkable for having been the scene of a 
crime, more atrocious and horrible than any other which has been 
perpetrated within the limits of New-England, and scarcely ex- 
ceeded in the history of man. By the politeness of my friend, 
Coronet Bewpen, I am enabled to give you an authentic account 
of this terrible transaction, taken from the records of the Third 
School-District in Wethersfield. 1 shall not, however, copy the 
record exactly, but will give you the substance of every thing 
which it contains. 

Witutam Beapwe was born in a little village near London. 
In the year 1755, he went out to Barbadoes, with Governor Pin- 
FOLD, where he stayed six years, and then returned to England. 
In 1762, he purchased a small quantity of goods, and brought 
them to New-York, and thence to Stratford in Connecticut, where 
he lived about two years. Thence he removed to Derby, where 
he continued a year or two, and thence to Fairfield. Here he 
married Miss Laturop, a lady of respectable family, belonging 
to Plymouth in Massachusetts. In 1772, he removed to Weth- 
ersfield, and continued in this town about ten years, sustaining 
the character of a worthy honest man, and a fair dealer. 

In the great controversy which produced the American Revo- 
lution, he adopted the American principles, and characteristically 
adhered with rigid exactness to whatever he had once adopted. 
After the continental paper-currency* began to depreciate, al- 
most every trader sold his goods at an enhanced price. Beapte, 
however, continued to sel! his at the original prices, and to re- 
ceive the depreciated currency in payment. This money he 
kept by him until it had lost its value. The decay of his property 
rendered him melancholy, as appeared by several letters which he 
left behind him, addressed to different persons of his acquaint- 
ance. 

By the same letters, and other writings, it appears, that he be- 
gan to entertain designs of the most desperate nature three years 
before his death, but was mduced to postpone them by a hope 
that Providence would, in some way or other, change his circum- 
stances for the better, so far as to make it advisable for him to 
wait for death in the ordinary course of events. But every thing 
which took place, whether of great or little importance, tended, he 
says, to convince him, that it was his duty to adopt the contrary 


* The paper-money emitted by Congress during the revolutionary war. 
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determination. During all this time he managed his ordinary 
concerns just as he had heretofore done. His countenance wore 
no appearance of any change in his feelings or views, and not one 
of his acquaintance seems to have suspected that he was melan- 
choly. The very evening before the catastrophe, to which ! have 
alluded, took place, he was in company with several of his friends, 
and conversed on ~~ and interesting subjects, but without the 
least appearance of any peculiar emotion. 

On the morning of December 11, 1782, he called up a female 
servant, who slept in the same room with his children, and was 
the only domestic in his family, and directed her to arise so softly 
as not to disturb the children. When she came down, he gave 
her a note, which he had written to Dr. Farnsworty, his family 
physician, and told her to carry it, and wait till the physician was 
ready to come with her ; informing her: at the same time, that 
Mrs. Beane had been ill through the night. 

After the servant had gone, as appeared by the deplorable 
scene presented to the eyes of those who first entered the house, 
he took an axe, struck each of his children once, and his wife 
twice, on the head ; cut their throats quite across with a carving- 
knife, which he ‘had prepared for the purpose ; and then shot him- 
self through the head with a pistol. 

Dr. Farnswortu, upon opening the note, found that it an- 
nounced the diabolical purpose of the writer; but, supposing it 
impossible that a sober man should adopt so horrible a design, 
concluded that he had been seized by a delirium. Dr. Faarns- 
worTH, however, hastened with the note to the Honourable Stre- 
PHEN Mix Mircue.., now Chief Justice of the State. This 
gentleman realized the tragedy at once. The house was imme- 
diately opened, and all the family were found dead in the manner 
which has been specified. : 

I knew this family intimately. Mas. Beapue possessed a very 
pleasing person, a fine mind, and delightful manners. The chil- 
dren were unusually lovely and promising. Beapue in his 
writings, which were numerous, professed himself a Deist, and 
declared that man was, in his opinion, a mere machine, unac- 
countable for his actions, and incapable of either virtue or vice. 
The idea of Revelation he rejected with contempt: at the same 
time, he reprobated the vices of others in the strongest terms, 
and spoke of duty, in the very same writings, in language deci- 
sively expressive of his belief in the existence of both duty and 
sin, The Jury of inquest pronounced him to be of sound mind, 
and brought in a verdict of murder and suicide. 

The inhabitants. of Wethersfield, frantic with indignation and 
horror at a crime so unnatural and monstrous, and at the sight of 
a lady and her children, for whom they had the highest regard, 
thus butchered by one who ought to have protected them at the 
hazard of his life, took his body, as they found it, and dragged it 
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on a small sled’ to the bank of the river, without any coffin, with 
the bloody knife tied. upon it, and buried it, as they would have 
buried the carcase of a beast, between high and low water mark. 

The corpses of the unhappy family were the next day carried, 
with every mark of respect, to the Church, where a sermon was 

reached to a very numerous concourse of sincere mourners, 

hey were then interred in the common burying-ground, and in 
one grave. 

Mrs. Beane was thirty-two years of age and the eldest child 
about fifteen. Branue was fifty-two years of age, of small stat- 
ure, and of an ordinary appearance. He was contemplative, pos- 
sessed good sense, loved reading, and delighted in intelligent 
conversation. His manners were gentlemanly, and his disposition 
hospitable. His countenance exhibited a strong appearance of 
determination ; yet he rarely looked the person, with whom he 
was conversing, in the face, but turned his eye askance,—the only 
suspicious circumstance which I observed in his conduct, unless 
a degree of reserve and mystery, which always attended him, 
might merit the name of suspicious. Such as he was, he was 
cheerfully admitted to the best society in this town ; and there is 
no better society. 

Coronet Benen adds to his account the following note : 

“ This deed of horror seems to have been marked by the indig- 
nation of Heaven in the treatment of the body of the perpetrator. 

“ The ground, in which he was first buried, happened to belong 
to the township of Glastenbury, although lying on the western 
side of the river. The inhabitants of Glastenbury, thinking them- 
selves insulted by the burying of such a monster within its limits, 
manifested their uneasiness in such a manner as to induce the 
select-men of the town of Wethersfield to order a removal of the 
body. Accordingly, it was removed in the night, secretly, and 
by a circuitous route, and buried again at some distance from the 
original place of sepulture. Within a few days, however, the 
spot where it was interred was discovered. It wasremoved again 
in the night, and buried near the western bank of the river, in 
Wethersfield. The following spring it was uncovered by the 
freshet. ‘The flesh was washed from the bones. At this season, 
a multitude of persons customarily resort to Wethersfield, to pur- 
chase fish. By these and various other persons, in the indulgence 
of a strange, and, I think, unnatural curiosity, the bones were 
broken off, and scattered through the country.” 

Pride was unquestionably the ruin of Beanie. He was, ob- 
viously, a man of a very haughty mind. ‘This passion induced 
him, when he had once determined that the paper-currency would 
escape a depreciation, to continue selling his goods at the former 
prices, after the whole community had, with one voice, adopted a 
new rate of exchange. Under the influence of this passion, he 
refused to lay out his money in fixed property, although prudence 
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plainly dictated such a measure. When-he saw his circumstances 
reduced, so as to threaten him with a necessary and humiliating 
change in his’style of living, pride prompted him, instead of ma- 
king new exertions to provide for his family, to sit down in a sul- 
len hostility against Gop and man, and towaste the whole energy 
of his mind in resentment against his lot, and in gloomy determi- 
nations to escape from it. He doated upon:his wife and children. 
His pride could not bear the thought of leaving them behind him, 
without a fortune sufficient to give them undisputed distinction in 
the world. : 

A gentleman, who had long been a friend to Beavis, offered 
him letters of credit, to any amount which he should wish. Of 
this his friend informed me personally.—Pride induced Beapte to 
refuse this offer. | : 

In these charges I am supported by BeapLe’s own writings. 
He alleges this very cause for his conduct, and alleges it every 
where, not in so many words indeed, but in terms which, though 
specious, are too explicit to be misconstrued. 

Bean e, as I have observed, denied the existence of a Divine 
Revelation ; yet he placed a strong reliance upon dreams, as con- 
veying direct indications of the will of Gop,—so strong as to make 
them the directories of his own moral conduct in a case of tre- 
mendous magnitude. He appears, by his writings, to have been 
long persuaded that he had a right to take the lives of his chil- 
dren, because they. were his children; and therefore, in his own 
view, his property, and to be disposed of according to his plea- 
sure ; 2. €. as 1 suppose, in any manner -which he should judge 
conducive to their good. But he thought himself unwarranted to 
take away the life of his wife ; because, being the child of another 
person, she was not in the same sense his property, nor under his 
control. This you will call a strange current of thought ; but the 
manner in which he removed his scruples was certainly not less 
strange. His wife, under the influence of very painful impress- 
ions from his extraordinary conduct, particularly from the fact, 
that he continually brought an axe, and other instruments of death, 
into his bed-chamber, dreamed frequently, and ina very dis- 
turbed manner. One morning she told him, that in her sleep, 
the preceding night, she had seen her own corpse, and the corpses 
of her children, exposed in coffins in the street; that the sun 
shone on them fora long time; and that. they were ultimately 
frozen. ‘This dream made a deep impression on Beap.e’s mind. 
In his writings he mentions it as having solved all his doubts, and 
as a direct revelation from heaven, that it was lawful for him to 
put his wife also to death! © ~ . ; 

We have here a strong proof of the propriety with which infi- 
dels boast of their exemption from. superstition and credulity. 

Had this man possessed even a little share of the patience and 
fortitude of a Christian ; had he learned to submit to the pleasure 
of Gop with resignation; had that humility, which is so charm- 
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ing a feature of the christian character, formed any part of his 
own ; he might even now have been alive, and might, in all pro- 
bability, have seen his children grow up to be the support and 
joy of his declining years. 

He died worth three hundred pounds sterling. The farmers 
in Connecticut were, at an average, probably, not worth more, at 
the same period. Every one of them, at.least every one of them 
whose property did not overrun this sum, might, therefore, with 
equal propriety, have acted.in the same manner. What would 
become of the world, if every man in it, who was worth no more 
than three hundred pounds sterling, were to murder himself and 
his family ! 

I think you will agree with me, that we have here a strong spe- 
cimen of the weakness of infidelity, and of the wickedness to 
which it conducts its votaries. 

et i Ce 


Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 





Fifth Anniversary of the Missionary Sociely of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


- Tue Fifth Anniversary of the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, was celebrated in the Church in John-Street, New-York, on the even- 
ing of the 23d of April. Long before the appointed hour, the house was crowded 
with a highly respectable and attentive audience. At half past 6 o’clock, the 
Rev. Peter P. Sanprorp, the Third Vice President, took the chair. Aftere 
prayer by the Presiding Officer, the Rev. NatHan Banes read the Annual Report. 

The following resolutions were then offered. 

On motion of the Rev. Witeur Fisx, seconded by the Rev. Esenezer Brown, 

Resolved, That the Report be accepted, and that it be printed under the direc- 
tion of the Board of Managers. 

On motion of the Rev. Fircn Reep, seconded by Mr. Josern Smita, 

Resolved, That this Society, view with pleasure the progress of the Gospel 
among the Aborigines of our country, and that it is our indispensable duty to 
prosecute the plan of evangelizing them with vigour and perseverance. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Hannan, seconded by the Rev. Mr. Cass, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society are due to those individuals and to the 
Auxiliary and Branch Societies, who have aided the plans of this Institution. 

On motion of the Rev. Joun Summerrigtp, seconded by Mr. Tuomas Car- 
PENTER, 

Resolved, That this Society heartily congratulate their European brethren in 
their success in spreading the Gospel by Missionary exertions in Europe, in the 
East and West Indies, in Africa, and in the Islands of the South Seas. 
~ The Reverend Gentlemen in moving and seconding the resolutions, addressed 
the meeting in eloquent and impressive terms, after which a collection was taker 
up, which amounts to $170 10. 
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Tue experience of another year’s la- 
bour in the missionary cause, adds ano- 
ther proof in favour of the vast import- 
ance and utility of a combination of 
effort in the great work of evangelizing 
the world. With increased pleasure do 
the Managers of this Society view the 
annual accession of strength to the mis- 
sionary body. The union, the zeal, and 
the persevering industry, with which the 
noble enterprise of conquering the world 
to Christ, is espoused by almost all par- 
ties, affords a delightful anticipation to 





the zealous Christian of yet witnessing 
the complete triumph of truth over error, 
and of righteousness over iniquity. The 
blessed results of this lovely combina- 
tion of talent, zeal, and of active exer: 
tion, appear delightful even in antici- 
pation. What then must be the realiza- 
tion ? In the midst of this generous an¢ 
general movement, which so peculiarly 
marks the present era, and in which is 
concentrated all that is excellent among 
men, and on which the Saviour must 
look with approbation, the Managers 
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ongratulate this Society on the success 
of its operations, and the additional proof 
it has afforded of the practicability of 
evangelizing the Heathen of our wilder: 
ness. 

Whatever may be the opinion of some 
men respecting the future destiny of 
these tribes—whether they are destined 
to extermination or to be amalgamated 
among our own population—this society 
can present actual demonstrations that 
it is possible, through the power of. the 
gospel, to reclaim them from their hea- 
thenish customs, and to bring them under 
the influence of Christian principles. 
And however we may speculate on the 
propriety and utility of the various means 
now using for their conversion, the bene- 
volent Christian, conscious of the purity 
of his motives and the integrity of his 
conduct, can retire within himself, and 
calmly and confidently commit into the 
hands of God the cause in which he is 
engaged, “ knowing that his labour is 
not in vain in the Lord.” So far, how- 
ever, he may ground his expectations 
of future success on what has already 
been accomplished. Many cf these out- 
casts of men haye heard “ the joyful 
sound,” and have ‘ turned unto the liv- 
ing God.” Metaphysical speculations 
may amuse the mind, but actual experi- 
ment drives the truth home to the heart, 
and produces conviction when all other 
means have fajled. 

Confiding in the integrity of their own 
conduct and those with whom they have 
the happiness to be associated in this 
glorious work ; and fully believing their 
plans and efforts have been sanctioned 
by the great Head of the Church ; the 
Managers proceed to detail, as biefly as 
possible, the operations of this Society 
for the past year; premising, however, 
that its labours have not been confined 
to the Indian Tribes, but in perfect ac- 
cordance with the original intention of 
the Society, the Superintendents bave 
seconded its yiews, in filling up, as far 
as practicable, those intermediate places 
which could not be conveniently pro- 
vided for by the regular ministry, and 
of supplying those exterior settlements 
of the white population in which the 
gospel had not been preached. 


Missionary Stations, 


1. New-York Conference.—A mission- 
ary was appointed at the last session of 
this Conference, to labour on the west 
end of Long-Island, and on York-Island 
The object of this appointment was to 
carry the light of gospel truth to those 
places which could not be conveniently 
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visited by the stated ministry, icu- 
larly in some of the dissolute places in 
New-York, the inhabitants of which are 
as destitute of the knowledge of God, 
and as deeply sunk in moral wretched- 
ness, as the heathens themselves. The 
missionary, the Rev. Samugt D. Frr- 
Gusos, entered upon his work with zeal, 
and some success has attended his la- 
bours. Meetings were opened in Banck- 
er-Street, which, with the aid of the 
local preachers and exhorters, were at- 
tended by some of. that unhappy class 
of the community for whose benefit 
they were especially designed ; but no 
very permanent good has as yet been 
effected. On the west end of Long- 
Island the mission has been more suc; 
cessful. As the prospect of doing good 
here appeared to open, it was thought 
most advisable for the missionary in 
the latter part of the year, to confine his 
labours chiefly to this place, leaving the 
other places to be supplied by the local 
preachers and exhorters in the city. 
The missionary reports that he has raised 
two classes, consisting of fifty-two mem- 
bers. The east end of Long-Island has 
also had the Jahours of a missionary the 
present year, . 

2. New-England Conference.—The 
Rev, George Pickering is the Mission- 
ary of this Conference, whose duty it 
has been to visit as many destitute 
places as possible, to assist at spécial re- 
vivals and to make collections for mis- 
sionary purposes. No particular com- 
munication has been received from him 
by the board, respecting the extent and 
success of his labours. . 

3, Genesee Conference.—Four Mis- 
sionaries are employed in the bounds of 
this Conference this year. The Rev. 
Messrs. Atvin Torry and. THomas 
Demarest are appointed to Upper Can- 
ada, the former on the Grand River, and 
the latter to the new settlements in that 
part of the Proyince. The Grand-River 
mission has been eminently owned by 
the Most High. Two societies, of about 
forty members, have been formed chiefly 
from among the Mohawk Indians, and a 
Sabbath School established for the bene, 
fit of Indian youth. 

Messrs. FranKLIN Metrcatr and Sono- 
MON WaLpRON were appointed at the 
last session of the Genesee Conference 
to Perth and the back settlements. They 
have, in the midst of many difficulties, 
met with considerable suceess, having 
formed a four weeks circuit, and wit- 
nessed the conversion of some souls. 

4. Ohio Conference—Two Missiona- 
ries, the Rev. Messrs, J. B. Fisiry ang 
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Cuartes Etrior, are employed under 
the sanction of this Conference, prinei- 
pally among the Wyandott Indians at 
Upper Sandusky. This mission, so fre- 
quently mentioned with pleasure, cen- 
tinues to prosper, and to multiply its 
_converts, meeting with the warmest ap- 
probation of all friendly to Indian im- 
provement, and especially of all those 
who labour for their eternal welfare. 
The Chiefs who have been converted to 
God, continue to manifest their concern 
for the salvation of their fellow Indians, 
by se ang to them that gospel which 
they have found “ to be the power of 
God to salvation.” There are now two 
hundred and sixty members of the church 
in this place. Mr. Finvey in his last 
communication, says that he has just re- 
turned from a visit, in company with 
two of his Indian brethren and an inter- 
preter, to the Wyandotts on the Huron 
River, and the Canara, in Upper Cana- 
da, in the latter places a class of fifteen 
was formed. 

Thus the way is opening to Christian- 
ize these long neglected sons of the 
American forests. 

‘5. Kentucky Conference-—The Rev. 
Wm. CuamBers is employed as a Mis- 
sionary within the bounds of this Con- 
ference, on what is called the Cumber- 
land mission. 

6. Missourt Conference—Two Mis- 
sionaries, the Rev. Mrssrs. Jessk Wat- 
Ker and Witiitam Stevenson, the for- 
mer at Missouri, and the latter at Arkan- 
sas, are employed within the bounds of 
this Conference. These newly settled 
places, where the population is thin, 
open a wide field for missionary enter- 
prize ; aod as the emigrants are princi- 
pally poor, that the gospel may be 
preached to them freely, the preacher 
must derive his principal support at first 
from missionary funds. 

7. Tennessee Conference.—This Con- 
ference has within ifs bonnds, two ¥ is- 
sionary stations. At its last session, the 
Rrv. NichorasD Seasins, was appoint- 
ed to the Upper, and the Rev. Ricnaxp 
Nerevey to the Lower, Cherokre In- 
dians. There is now 4 society of one 
hundred and eighty-eight menibers in 
this nation. 

8. South Carolina Conjerence.—This 
Conference employs eight Missionaries. 
‘The Rev. Messrs. Tsaac Syern and 
Danini.G. M‘Danire have charze of the 
Ashury Mission, among tse Creek In- 
dians. Though the missionaries are not 
vet permitted to preach the Gospel to 
the adult Indians of this tribe, they con- 
tinue to teach and catechize the chil- 
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dren, several of whom have been truly 
awakened to the concerns of religion, 
and afford good reason to believe that 
they have attained to the knowledge of 
salvation by the remission of sin. It is 
hoped the time may soon arrive when 
the impediments in the way of announ- 
cing the gospel of the kingdom freely to 
these people will be removed, and. that 
they also shall hail the coming of Christ’s 
ambassadors. 

In addition to this station there are, 
within the bounds of this Conferenee, 
the: following :—Monroe, Yellow River, 
Gwinnett, St. Augustine, and Chattahoo- 
chee Missions. By a recent communi- 
cation from Mr. Gienn, the mission at 
St. Augustine is very flourishing, and 
promises much success. A society is 
raised of about fifty members, and the 
congregation is large and attentive. 

Though the number of Missionaries 
actually employed as such, is about the 
same as last year, yet several new places 
have been added, while some of those 
which were then considered missionary 
ground, have been so successfully culti- 
vated as to be now included in the regu- 
lar field of itinerancy, being supplied in 
the ordinary way, and the people evince 
an ability and a disposition to support 
themselves. This is an encouraging cir- 
cumstance to the friends of missions. 
While the scattered population in the 
exterior parts of our country continues 
to extend by the continual emigration 
into the western wilderness, the demand 
upon missionary exertions will multiply; 
and as success shall crown sueh exer- 
tions, the means to increase them will 
augment in proportion to the increased 
demand. Thus while the river of gospel 
benevolence continues to flow, it re- 
ceives in its course tributary streams, 
which will add to its depth and width, 
until, itis hoped, it will become suffi- 
ciently large to water the whole length 
and breadth of Immanuel’s Land. 


Auxiliary and Branch Societies. 


Inadditiontothe Auxiliary and Branch 
Societies reported last year, the board 
has received an account of the Missis- 
sippi Couierence Ausiliary Society, 
which is assisted by seven Braneh Socie- 
ties, and also of Croton circuit Auxilia- 
ry Society. There have also been added 
thirty four branches to the Genesee Con 
ference Auxiliary Society, and eight fo 
the Sonth-Carolina Conterence Auxilia- 
ry Society. These, together with those 
reported last year, make the whole num- 
ber of Auxiliary and Branch Societies 
to be one hundred and three. 











Though this increase of Auxiliary and 
Branch: Societies, is by no means in pro- 
portion to the increased demand of la- 
hour and the extent of influence which 
might be exerted in behalf of a cause of 
such vast and vital importance, yet the 
Managers rejoice in the smallest acces- 
sion of strength to*the main body, and 
multiplication of branches on the origi- 
nal stock. It is hoped that the stimulus 
will be more and more felt through every 
limb and member of the Church, and 
that a simultaneous action will defeat 
the purposes of the enemies of the cross 
of Christ, by giving a more diffusive 
spread to evangelical truth and holiness. 

Much might be said respecting the ef- 
fects and success of other Missionary 
Societies, both in our own country, and 
in Europe. But we can only just glance 
at these, referring to their respective Re- 
ports for full information of their pro- 
gress and prospects. It is certainly no 
small gratification to perceive so much 
of harmonious co-operation among the 
several sects of Christians, in endeavour- 
ing to widen and lengthen the bounds 


of the Redeemer’s kingdom. And more 


especially do the Managers view with 
pleasure the brightening prospects open- 
ing among the aborigines ef our own 
country, many of whom have already 
abandoned their heathenish worship to 
embrace the self-denying doctrines of 
Christ. 

In addition to other Societies in Eu- 
rope which are directing their energies 
to evangelize the inhabitants of Asia and 
Africa, and of the Islands of the sea, the 
Westevan Metuopists are nobly per- 
severing in their Missionary enterprizes, 
both at home and abroad. They now 
employ no less than one hundred and 
fifty-nine Missionaries, chiefly on foreign 
Missions, in Asia, Africa, the West-In- 
dies, Novascotia, and in the isles of the 
South seas; and recently they have 
planned a Mission to the land of Pales- 
tine, two Missionaries being destined to 
that once highly’ favoured, but now de- 
graded, place. By the latest accounts 
from Asia and Africa, it appears that 
these important Missionary stations are 
in a prosperous state, continually en- 
larging their borders, and demanding 
additional labourers. May the good will 
of Him who dwelt in the bush, direct 
all their efforts, and multiply their seed 
sown an hundred fold. 

_ From a general review of the Mis- 
sionary field, and of the means employ- 
ed to cultivate it, we have much to en- 
courage us to persevere. ‘The success 
which bas marked the progress of the 
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Missionary operations thus far, affords 
the surest pledge of future prosperity 
and the strongest motive to contin- 
ued exertions. Though the number of 
sinners actually brought from darkness 
to light has not been in proportion to 
the amount of labour bestowed, yet a 
hope of brighter days, in this respect, is 
founded on the fact, that prejadice has 
been gradually weakening, objections 
have been obviated by actual experi- 
ments, and impediments removed by 
the persevering efforts of those employ: 
ed in this great work. “ One soweth 
and another reapeth. Other men la- 
boured, and ye are entered into their 
labours.” Those who now clear the 
ground and sow the seed, may not have 
the happiness to reap the harvest. While 
they are enjoying the reward of their 
arduous labours in a better world, others 
will enter into thetr labours, and “ return 
rejoicing, bringing their sheaves with 
them,” that finally, “ both he that sow- 
eth, and he that reapeth, may rejoice 
together.” 3 

While we encourage ourselves to per- 
severance from what has been already 
done, we derive an increased stimulus 
from what is yet to be achieved. By 
casting our eye over the map of the 
world, we shall be convinced that much, 
very much remains to be accomplished, 
ere the knowledge of ‘the Lord shall 
cover the whole earth. While Pagan- 
ism and Mahometanism overspread the 
greater proportion of the moral world, 
a merely nominal Christianity, possess- 
ing neither spiritual life nor moral beauty, 
produces a heartless indifference in a 
great proportion of the remainder for 
the salvation of men. This superstition 
and false religion on the one hand; and 
this cold indifference on the other, are 
to be overcome by “ patient continu- 
ance in well doing.” While the strong 
castles of the former are to be vigour- 
ously assaulted in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, the apathy of the latter’ must be 
removed, and they must be roused to 
action, and persuaded to join the ranks 
of those already engaged in this noble 
work. ‘“ Who is sufficient for these 
things ?” “ Through Christ strengthen- 
ing me I can do all things.” The com- 
bined onset of the Christian world, aid- 
ed and headed by the captain of their 
salvation, will yet make these crooked 
places straight, these rough places plain ; 
the mountains shall fall, and the valleys 
shall rise, and a “ highway shall be 
opened for our God” in all places of the 
earth, and “ all flesh sball see the sal- 
vation of Gov.” 
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GRAND-RIVER MISSION, UPPER-CANADA. 
Letter from the Rev. Wituiam Case, dated Salt-Fleet, U. C. March 17, 1824. 


Persvapep that évery encouraging 
intelligence of Missionary exertions is 
Tread with delight and profit by the nu- 
merous subscribers of your Magazine 
and Guardian, we forward you an ac- 
count of the school for Indian children 
lately established on the Grand-River. 
In our last letters, (see Magazine for 
1{24, page 35,) we reported that a 
Sabbath School was commenced, and 
that we were not without hope of see- 
ing a common school in operation for 
the ensuing winter. At first we knew 
not what to do for a room, but we were 
soon provided for in this respect; for an 
Indian chief, who had been made a 
happy subject of the late religious awak- 
ening, kindly offered his own house for 
the school, and retired to his cabin in the 
woods. The school commenced the 
17th of November, and has continued 
faithfully attended by twenty, some- 
times twenty-five children, till the pre- 
sent time The following is extracted 
from the Report of the trustees for the 
present quarter, ending Feb. 17, 1824. 

‘‘ The trustees of the Indian School 
beg leave to Report that, Georcr Joun- 
son being teacher, the school com- 
mencés at 9 o’clock, a.m. and continues 
till 4 o’clock, p. m., allowing oue hour 
for refreshment and recreation. Com- 
mences and concludes with singing and 
prayer. 2nd. Decency of manners and 
cleanliness are insisted on. 3d. Impro- 
per language and conduct, forbidden on 
pain of punishment. 

“The Trustees further Report, that 
the school consists of more than twenty 
scholars, that most of these commenced 
with the alphabet. Seven of them now 
spell in words of three syllabes, and six 
of them have commented reading in 
easy words. The children are quite at- 
tentive to the school,—very obedient to 
their teacher, and most of them tractable 
in learning. The trustees are much gra- 
tified with the improvement the scholars 
are making, both in reading and man- 
ners. | 
“ Respectfully submitted. 

A. JONES, 
J. Jones, 
J Parker. 

The Lord seems already to have own: 
ed this infant establishment: several of 
the youth having come under the influ- 
ence of divine impressions. An extract 
from brother Crawrorp’s account of 


Trustees.” 


this awakening among the Indian chil: 
dren here follows. 

“The spirit of awakening and reviving 
among our Indian friends, had seemed 
fur a season to abate, which occasioned 
some fears that some of them might re- 
turn to their former sinful ways. 1 men- 
tioned my fears to brother Torry. He 
said, “ Visit them from house to bouse,— 
instructing and praying with them.” | 
did so immediately, and found the Spirit 
of the Lord with us. From this time 
the work revived afresh, both among 
the adult converts and their children. 
One afternoon alad came to me, saying, 
will you go to our house? my sister is 
very bad, they prayed much for her to- 
day, but she is no better. On coming 
to the place, I found her sitting very 
sorrowful ; I asked if she was sick, she 
said not, but pointing to her heart, 
said mournfully, ‘Yogh tagh yo ya ne 
re gant ho,’ which is, that her heart was 
not good and she felt in trouble. After 
encouraging herto look to the Lord, we 
kneeled in prayer; when [ had conclu- 
ded, she began praying with much con- 
trition. But her mourning was soon 
turned into joy, and she shouted and 
praised the Lord for the comfort and 
peace she received. This wrought on 
the mind of her young brother of nine 
years, who fell on his knees and prayed 
aloud for mercy. Such a season of 
blessing we shall long remember. Per- 
ceiving that the good work was reviving 
again among us, the shell was blown for 
a general meeting. Numbers collected; 
several prayed with fervour and faith; 
several awakenings took place from this 
time At the next meeting one soul was 
set at liberty. Brother Torry’s visit 
the ensuing Sabbath was made a great 
blessing ; the word was witb power, and 
the brethren were strengthened, and 
praised the Lord for his mercy and 
love. 

‘We are not a little encouraged that 
one of the Indian youth, a Chippaway, 
begins to exercise his gifts profitably. 
Perer (for that is his name) lately 
opened the meeting by a few words, and 
then prayed. His words were with 
trembling, but the blessing of the Lord 
attended. Among others who were 
awakened a‘ this time was a lad of ele- 
ven years, who began to tremble and 
weep, and kneeled by his mother for 
her prayers. The mother was much 











vejoiced (for Indian mothers feel for the 
welfare of their children) and’she pray- 
ed for the blessing of God’s mercy on 
her penitent son. The next morning, 
the mother said, what were your feel- 
ings, last evening, my son? ‘In the 
meeting, said he, I was standifg up, 
looking on while the people were pray- 
ing. At first I thought them foolish — 
Then again may be they getting ready 
to die; I am not ready ; I have sinne 
against the Lord ; Iam wicked. Then 
{ began to tremble and came to my 
mother for her prayers.’ Several chil- 
dren have found. peace. Others are 
seeking. Considerable piety is manifest 
in the deportmeént of the children, and 
they are often seen retiring to the thick- 
ets, for prayer and praise: 
SerH CRAWFORD.” 


' A few weeks after the commencement 
of the school, I called to visit them. 
The parents.and children being present, 
I spoke to them by an Interpreter on 
several subjects necessary to be attend- 
ed to for their worldly comfort as well 
as for their future welfare. In conclud- 
ing I directed the Interpreter to inform 
the Chief, that we had been much obli- 
ged in the grant of his house for the use 
of the school and meetings, and that we 
thanked him for his kind indulgence.— 
He replied, that he was fully paid for 
what he had done, he had prayed for 
two years, for religion to take place 
among them. The Lord had answered 
prayer and blessed the people with the 
gift of his Spirit. I have told our people, 
said he, that they must set good exam: 
ple for their children, and learn them to 
read, pray and work, for it is a great 
sin to bring up their children in idleness. 
He said he was glad we had come among 
them, and believed the Lord had sent 
us to help them,—he boped we would 
continue to preach to them and teach 
their children to read. 

At the opening of the spring this no- 
ble Chief will need his house again, but 
he will not require it till the new build- 
ing shall be completed. A house is 
now building for the double purpose of 
meetings and school, and subscriptions 
are opened for defraying the expense, 
and from the spirit of. liberality already 
manifested, we hope to see it completed 
bythe firstofJune. While I am writing, 
little Mary is making a collection in 

her father’s house : she brings four dol- 
lars to me saying, “ This is to help build 
the school house for the Indiana children.” 
We anticipate much delight in seeing 
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these people provided with a place of 
worship, which may contain all who 
may be likely to attend the preaching. 
The same room will serve for the school, 
where we hope the youth from year to 
year, may learn to read the Bible, shew- 
ing them the comfort and happiness to 
be found in this world, and in that 
which is to come. 


Niagara, March 18, 1824. 


P.S. In the Report of Rev. J. B. 
Fintry (See Meth Magazine for 1822, 
page 29,) of the Sandusky Mission, dated 
Nov. 1821, mention is made of the Wy- 
andott Indians in Canada. These In- 
dians reside on the River Canara, near 
Fort Malden. We have to communi- 
cate the pleasing intelligence that a 
gracious work is now going on among 
that people, which seems to promise a 
great reformation among them. It ap- 
pears to have commenced among a few 
individuals, by means of reports from 
Sandusky ; some young men had been 
to school there and returning to their 
friends with accounts of the great chan- 
ges wrought at Sandusky, it occasioned 
serious reflections. About christmas 
Brother Finvey, and some Indian Breth- 
ren came on from that station, to hold 
a quarterly Meeting at Detroit. While 
Brother Fisiey proceeded on to Detroit 
Between-ihe-logs. and Mononque crossed 
the River, and declared to the Indians 
at Canara, what great grace was be- 
stowed on the people at Sandusky, and 
assuring them that they might obtain 
the same blessing, and that Jesus Christ 
was now ready to bless and save them. 
The sparks which had been kindling 
now burst into a flame. They began 
to tremble, weep and pray; meetings 
were almost incessant, and in a few 
days about twelve were brought to ex- 
perience a saving change. Brother 
Fintey afterwards made them a visit 
and made arrangements to have them 
formed into society. When I was there 
about the 10th February, the society 
consisted of about twenty, and others 
wereunderconcern. Brothers Jackson 
and Grirris preach to them statedly, 
and are much delighted with their Indian 
society. The change which has taken 
place with these Indians is manifest] 
great. Among the converts is an excel- 
lent Interpreter, whose whole soul is fill- 
ed with desire and concern for the salva- 
tion of his brethren. Another of some 
consequence, particularly in his feelings, 
is among the converts. The followin 
relation will show the change whic 
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has taken place in his feelings and views. 
The news had scarcely reached Detroit 
of the conversions at Canara, when this 
once consequential native of the Forest 
appeared at Lovefeast at the Council 
House. He at length arose to acknow- 
ledge the Saviour of the Gentiles, and 
among other things observed, ‘ Once 
ine great man,— Big Capiain,-—_I— 
But all gone now!” 

Encourwging prospects are noticed in 


Wesleyan Methodist Missions. 


other tribes of Indians. May this long 
neglected-and abused people be remem- 
bered in the promises, and in the pray- 
ers of God’s people. 

Brother ‘Torry’s Misssion on the 
Grand-River continues to prosper Re- 
vivals-are going on in several parts of. 
his circuit, and several of his society, 
both whites and Indians, are an hon- 
our to Religion, and begin to be useful as 
Exhorters, and Leaders of societies. 


— ee 


WESLEYAN-METHODIST MISSIONS. 


From the February Number of the Wesleyan-Methodist Magazine, we collect 
the following particulars respecting the success of some of their Missionary 
stations. 

Soutn-Arrica.—In the April number we inserted some extracts of a Letter 
from Messrs. Honeson and Broapsent of the Boschuana Mission. Since the 
date of that letter, it apppears that “ considerable alarm bad been excited in that 
part of the country through which they travelled, by the irruption of a great body 
of savages from the north.” The war, however, has subsided, and tranquility 
restored, so that the Missionaries are left to prosecute their labours in peace. 

Barsapors.—Much excitement has been produced in the public mind, on 
account of the insurrection of the slave population in this island, and many very 
erroneous statements have been made in the public prints respecting the conduct 
of the Missionaries in reference to this very unhappy and melancholy affair; 
some affirming that the insurgents were incited to their rebellion by the exhorta- 
tions of the Missionaries, who had accordingly been implicated by the govern- 
ment of the Island, while others have affirmed that one or more of the Mission- 
aries was the direct instigator of the insurrection. We were soon informed that 
these things were so far from being true, that the Missionaries had acquitted them- 
selves as became the ministers of God, who, while they evinced an honourable 
zeal for His name, proved themselves loyal subjects to their king and country.— 
Every successive information in reference to this subject corroborated the truth 
of these statements ; and the last news concerning this disastrous affair, together 
with the desperate attempt of an unruly mob to “ put an end,” as the despera- 
does expressed it, “to Methodism,” by demolishing the Chapel, and forcing the 
Missionary, Mr. Sarewsgury, to leave the Island, is contained in a letter from 
him to the Mission Committee of London. After detailing the circumstances 
which immediately preceded and accompanied this gothic act of destroying the 
Methodist Chapel, parsonage, the preachers’ Library, consisting of more than tliree 
hundred volumes, he concludes as follows :— 


To trace the causes of these hostile 
proceedings, is next my duty. ‘This is 
very easy: fur they may all be resolved 
into two; Ignorance and Wickedness.— 
But the alledged causes are these: 1. A 
ietter of mine which is printed in the 
Missionary Notices for October, 1820. 
They thiok I have given an unfavourable 
and untrue representation of their moral 
character. 2. Falsehoods daily circulated 
io my prejudice. Many have affirmed 
ihat they have seen some of my letters in 


which I speak of the Planters’ cruelties, 
&e. &c. Now though I have never once, 
not even to a bosom friend, mentioned 
a single fact relative to the slaves being 


-cruelly treated, because I know the tide 


of prejudice against the West Indians 
on this account is unreasonably strong, 
(for the generality of Planters are hu- 
mane men,) yet it only became neces- 
sary for a poor drunken wretch to say 
he had seen such a letter, and every one 
would immediately believe him. As it 





Death of Mrs. Many Jounson. 


regards my sermons also; for weeks 
past, I have had lying hearers, mingled 
with the audience ; men who have gone 
away and perverted my words, boldly 
affirming,—“ I heard him say it myself,” 
till they have worked up the people to 
a pitch of madness against me For in- 
stance, having preached from this text ; 
‘Is any thing too hard for the Lord ?” 
it was immediately circulated that I had 
said,—“ As nothing is too hard for the 
Lord, it is not too hard for the Lord to 
make all the slaves free.” And the poor 
shallow-pated creatures, to whom this 
silly tale was told admitted it, and raised 
a fresh outcry against me as a dangerous 
character. 3. It is constantly affirmed 
that the Wesleyan Missionaries are 
all WitBERFORCE’s and BuxTon’s men; 
there is no such thing as convincing the 
Barbadians that we have no connexion 
with the African Institution, nor with, 
any other oo body. 4. Earl Ba- 
THURST’S: despatches have made them 
very angry ; their ire must find vent; 
who so proper an object to display their 
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hostility against, as the Methodist Mis- 
sionary, who was almost universally ha- 
ted and scorned by the people ? 5. The 
Demerara Insurrection was laid to our 
charge. These causes combining in the 
hearts of the ignorant and the wicked, 
have led to all our miseries. 

On my arrival here I was examined 
before the Governor in council. His 
Excellency treated me with kindness 
and urbanity ; but he advised me not 
to preach till something satisfactory bad 
been obtained of this Government as to 
my character ; for, coming as I did, cir- 
cumstances rendered me rather a sus- 
picious character. What will be the 
end I know not: perhaps all the West 
Indian Governments will look upon me 
with suspicion. Brother Moses Rayner 
has gone to Barbadoes to obtain docu- 
ments of my integrity. Political events 
in England, I fear, will make against us 
West Indian Missionaries in every sta- 
tion: never had men greater need of 
meekness, wisdom, and love. 
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Obituary. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 
Dear Bretaren,—You are at liberty to publish the following memoir, jf you 


think proper. 
Hempstead, Long-Island, Jan. 22, 1824. 


Mary Jounson, the subject of the 
following memoir, was the daughter of 
Henry and Hannan Comps. She, like 
too many in their juvenile days, was 
extremely fond of the gayeties of life ; 
but after her marriage to Mr. SrrpHen 
Jouxson, she became very serious, and 
endeavoured to engage her husband, 
who was then not a professor of reli- 
gion, to lead a religious life, and pray 
with his little family. In this course of 
external morality, she continued several 
years, until at a quarterly meeting in 
Jamaica, under an exhortation by bro. 
Buck, it pleased the Lord to awaken 
her to a sense of her danger. From 
that time she resolved to seek the Lord 
with her whole heart, and continued un- 
til the Lord appeared to her the fairest 
among ten thousand and altogether lovely. 
Scon after this she became a member 
of the Methodist Episeopal Chureb, in 
which she continued a humble and ac- 
ceptable member until her death. 

. In her sickness she appeared that uni- 
‘orm and humble Christian, which cha- 
‘acterized her in health and prosperity. 


HEBARD. 


In the former part of her afflictions, she 
did not at all times. enjoy that clear 
sense of the divine presence which she 
ardently desired; at other times the 
Sun of Righteousness shone upon her 
soul, and especially towards the close 
of life. 

As all expectations of her recovery 
were relinquished, her anticipations of 
heaven were bright and animating, On 
the 27th of March she said to her com- 
panion: “QO my dear! do serve the 
Lerd and discharge your duty faithfully, 
for } assure you, that I would not give 
up my confidence in God now for ten 
thousand such worlds as this.” On the 
3Ist, her brother entering the room, 
she said, ““O Tomas! remember and 
serve the Lord. You see here what you 
must soon cometo. You think it strange, 
I suppose, that J, who am the youngest, 
should be called first; buat the Lord 
only knows how soon you may be called 
to follow.” Whenthe physician, who 
had called to see her, was gone, she 
asked her husbaneé what be said con- 
cerning her-case. Her husband replied, 
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he says you have lived beyond all ex- 
pectations already. ‘‘O,” said she, “how 
I long for the time to come when I 
shall bid adieu to all below. 


“ Farewell vain world, I am going home, 
My Saviour smiles and bids me come.” 


Her pleasing prospect still continued, 
except on the 7th of April, when the 
enemy thrust sore to rob her of her 
confidence, but the Lord gave her vic- 
tory; for on being asked if she felt 
any relief in her mind, “ yes,” said she, 
“T feel better now. [amhappy. Now 
I wart to go. O my friends! do not 
mourn forme. I wish you not to weep 
for me: I know that this world is a 
world of trouble: I have given up the 
world and my family. My work is done; 
and I desire to depart where I shall rest 
from toil and pain, and dwell where Je- 
sus is.” On the 8th at about half past 
five in the morning, there appeared 
such an alteration in her countenance, 


that she was thought to be near the 
close of life ; but after about two hours, 
she revived a little, and asked her hus. 
band how she looked. ‘I think,” said 
he, “you look better.” “I was in hopes,” 
said she, *‘ that I was going to rest with 
Jesus in the kingdom of glory. O how 
{ long to go—I cannot express my anx- 
ious » or to be gone.” In the after- 
noon she said to her husband, “ do | 
look as if I should die soon?” he reply- 
ing in the negative, she said, “If I 
could see my grave I should be at rest.” 
“‘ But,” said he, “are you sure you shall 
be better off.” “ Surely,” said she, “I 
shall be happy, and although I am anx- 
ious to go, I am willing to wait the 
Lord’s will and suffer afflictions until he 
sees fit to call me. I wish you to pray 
for me that-I may have patience and be 
completely resigned to the will of the 
Lord in all things.” 

In this happy frame of mind she took 
her departure on the 9th of April, 1823. 


Poetry. 


——— 
THE POOL OF BETHESDA.—By B. Barton. 


Around Bethesda’s healing wave, 
Waiting to hear the rustling wing 
Which spake the angel nigh who gave 

Its virtue to that holy spring, 
With patience and with hope endued, 
Were seen the gather’d muititude. 


Among them there was one, whose eye 
Had often seen the waters stirr’d; 

Whose heart had often heay'd the sigh, 
The bitter sigh of hope deferr’d ; 

Beholding, while he suffer’d on, 

The healing virtue given—and gone ! 


No power had he: no friendly aid 
To him its timely succour brought; 
But while his cominy he delay’d, 
Another won the boon he sought; 
Until the Saviour’s love was shown, 
Which heal’d him by a word alone! 


Had they who watch’d and waited there 
Been conscious who was passing by, 
With what unceasing anxious care 
Would they have sought his pitying eye 
And crav’d with fervency of soul, 
His power divine to make tnem whole! 


But habit and tradition sway’d 

Their minds to trust to sense alone; 
They only hoped the Angel’s aid; 

While in their presence stood, unknown, 
A greater, mightier far than he, 
With power from every pain to free. 


Bethesda’s pool has lost its power ' 

No Angel by his glad descent, 
Dispenses that diviner power 

Witb which its healing waters went . 
But He whose word surpass’d its wave, 
Is all omnipotent to save. 


And what that fountain once was found, 
Religion’s outward forms remain— 
With living virtue only crown’d 
While their first freshness they retain, 
Only replete with power to cure 
When Spirit stirr’d, their source is pure. 


Yet are there who this truth confess, 
Who know how little forms avail; 
But whose protracted helplessness 
Confirms the impotent’s sad tale ; 
Who, day by day and year by year, 
As emblem’s of his lot appear. 


They hear the sounds of life and love, 
Which tell the visitant is nigh; 

They see the trqubled waters move, 
Whose touch alone might health supply: 

But, weak of faith, infirm in will, 

Are powerless, helpless, hopeless still! 


Saviour! thy love is still the same 

As when the healing word was spoke; 
Still in thine all redeeming Name 

Dwells Power to burst the strongest yoke! 
O! be thai power, that love display’d, 
Help those--who Thou alone canst aid! 
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